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• The formation of UK Research and Innovation (UKRI)
• Research and innovation spending
• International cooperation to tackle global challenges

UK Research and Innovation (UKRI)

UK Research and Innovation:
Launch of UKRI – April 2018
“This is a significant moment – we are an organisation with
over 7,000 staff across the world – from Swindon to
Antarctica and from Beijing to the Boulby Mine. Our work
will span all research disciplines at scales ranging from the
galactic to subatomic and we will partner with UK and
international businesses in every sector.
We will build on our existing strengths, personified in our
people, while pioneering new ways of working, such as
delivery of the Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund.”
Sir Mark Walport
UKRI Chief Executive

UK Research and Innovation:
Drivers for the formation of UKRI
• Greater strategic vision for UK science
• Providing a stronger voice into Government in support
of UK science
• Creating greater space for individual Research Councils
to put more effort into science (and less into backoffice)
• Enabling greater co-ordination including for
interdisciplinary research
• Improved policy for science and improved science for
policy

UK Research and Innovation:
UKRI organisation

UK Research and Innovation
is the new funding
organisation for research and
innovation in the UK.
UKRI brings together the
seven UK Research
Councils, Innovate UK and a
new organisation, Research
England, working closely with
its partner organisations in the
devolved administrations.

UK Research and Innovation:
The numbers

• More than £6.5 billion in combined
budget per year
• 3,900 research and business grants
issued every year
• 151 universities receiving research
funding
• 38 institutes, laboratories, units,
campuses and innovation catapults

UK Research and Innovation:
Our vision

“To be an outstanding organisation
that ensures the UK maintains its
world leading position in research
and innovation”

UK Research and Innovation:
Benefiting everyone through knowledge, talent and ideas

UKRI as an outstanding organisation

UK Research and Innovation:
Our values

UK Research and Innovation:
Foundations for research and innovation
To achieve our
vision, we need
to get the
foundations right.
We will focus on
four key areas:

Research and Innovation Spending

UK Research and Innovation:
Research and innovation spending

National Productivity Investment Fund
(NPIF)
After declining through the
Investment of £23 billion 80s and 90s, since 1998 the
level of R&D expenditure in
Additional £4.7 billion for R&D

the UK has fluctuated and in
2014 it was 1.67% for the
second year running.

Source: GERD, ONS, 2014; Source: OECD Main Science and Technology Indicators;

With no additional funding we would expect this percentage to fall in the future.
However, with the additional funding announced in the 2016 Autumn statement
we estimate the percentage will rise to ~1.75% of GDP by 2020/21
Public (including HE, Research Councils and Government departments) spend
on R&D has fallen in recent years to 0.5% of GDP

UK Research and Innovation:
£7 billion more for R&D

In the 2016 Autumn
Statement £4.7 billion
of additional funding
for R&D was
announced, with a
rising profile, over the
period 2017/18 to
2020/21.

The 2017 Budget saw an additional £2.3 billion added in 2021/22
Much of this funding is being delivered through UKRI

UK Research and Innovation:
Working towards 2.4%

In 2015 UK’s expenditure
on R&D represented 1.7%
of GDP – below the OECD
average R&D intensity of
2.4%.

The Government has committed to reaching 2.4% of GDP investment in R&D by
2027, and to reaching 3% in the longer term. As a first step it will invest an additional
£2.3 billion over what was previously planned in 2021/22. UKRI will work with
Government to develop a roadmap for meeting this target to be published in 2018.

UK Research and Innovation:
Additional funding and the Industrial Strategy
The Government published its Industrial Strategy
White Paper in November 2017
Additional funding* available through the
National Productivity Investment Fund
(NPIF)

2017-18
(£m)

2018-19
(£m)

2019-20
(£m)

Industrial Strategy Research Fund (ISCF)

195

270

260

725

Strength in Places Fund

2

32

81

115

Strategic Priorities Fund

70

190

320

580

Fund for International Collaborations

10

45

55

110

Additional funding to support Talent and
Skills

22

98

180

300

299

635

896

1,830

TOTAL
* Approximate figures

TOTAL
(£m)

International Cooperation to tackle global
challenges

UK Research and Innovation:
The global landscape
Partnership is key to successful innovation whether that is across
disciplines, across academia and industry or across the globe

We recognise that the international aspect of excellent research is more
important than ever before as we look to our future outside of the EU. By
identifying a broader strategy for international collaboration, we have:
• An increase in engagement with international funding bodies to
ensure profile and leadership in readiness for Brexit
• More UK researchers have more contact with the world’s best,
leading to greater exchange of knowledge and ideas

UK Research and Innovation:
International collaboration
• UKRI to work with Government to develop and launch a new International
Research and Innovation Strategy in 2018
• UKRI has been allocated £110 million from the
£4.7 billion Autumn Statement uplift toward a
Fund for International Collaborations
• UKRI Future Leaders Fellowships scheme
aims to develop, retain, attract and sustain
research and innovation talent in the UK
• Within UKRI, international strategy and
policies (including cross-council activities
such as GCRF and Newton Fund) will be
managed centrally
• UK businesses and universities should continue to bid for competitive EU
funds while we remain a member of the EU

UK Research and Innovation:
UKRI and Europe – policy
UKRI engages in a number of global fora to address global challenges with
key international partners, including:
• Science Europe: active participation since this was established in 2011.
Science Europe also represents its members in the Global Research Council
(GRC) in Europe region. UKRI is currently the secretariat of the GRC.

• Belmont Forum: co-founded by NERC and NSF in 2009; now involves funding
bodies from 21 countries and the European Commission. It seeks to encourage
‘international transdisciplinary research providing knowledge for understanding,
mitigating and adapting to global environmental change’

UK Research and Innovation:
UKRI and Europe – policy
UKRI engages in a number of global fora to address global challenges with
key international partners, including:
• Horizon 2020: UKRI engages in a range of Programme Committees and
Steering Groups to help shape strategic direction of the Framework Programme.

• European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures (ESFRI): established
in 2002 to ‘support a coherent and strategy-led approach to policy making on
RIs in Europe’, including identifying new RI investment opportunities and
international cooperation. UKRI engagement is led by STFC (with BBSRC)

UK Research and Innovation:
UKRI and Europe – projects
UKRI Councils are active members of a wide range of international
cooperation initiatives, including:
• EU-India Platform for Social Sciences and Humanities
(EqUIP): a network dedicated to strengthening SSH
research collaboration between the EU and India.
Coordinated by ESRC, with AHRC also participating.
• European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials
Partnership (EDCTP): to accelerate development of
new/improved drugs, vaccines and diagnostics for povertyrelated infectious diseases. MRC is Chair of the General
Assembly and Chair of the Board.
• UKRI works closely with other funders in a wide range of
ERA-NETS as well as all ten Joint Programming Initiatives
(JPIs). Many of these have an international cooperation
dimension.

UK Research and Innovation:
European collaboration to tackle global challenges
EPSRC-supported researchers working together with European partners to
tackle global challenges. This includes…
SmartSensOtics – shape sensing textile for orthotics – a £0.74 million award
to The University of Sussex, working in partnership with Helmholtz Association,
John Florence Paediatrics and the Kenya Medical Training College
• The project aims to develop a smart, portable
and stretchable textile sleeve with integrated
sensors connected to a smartphone to realise
an entirely new, versatile, and wearable body
shape imaging technique.
• The resulting digital limb models will be used
to make customised orthotics, without the
need for significant infrastructure.
• The Kenya Medical Training College will
evaluate the developed wearable in Kenya.

Any questions?

