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Foreword

The year in review

It has been a momentous year for the UK in Europe. Since the vote to leave the
European Union – which, as many will recall only too well, took place just one
week before the last UK Research Office Annual Conference – the challenges
facing the nation are becoming clearer, and the implications for our universities,
and for science and research in general, have started to come in to sharp focus.

During a fast-paced and turbulent year, and amidst all the uncertainty and change,
UKRO has concentrated on delivering stability through the continuity of its full
range of services and activities described in this report.

And while these challenges have been acute,
not least for our colleagues in Brussels, the
service offered by UKRO has continued to
offer exemplary value for institutions. This
unique partnership between universities,
research organisations and the UK Research
Councils distributes the costs, risks and
benefits evenly across the collaboration.
At a time of great uncertainty, the clarity of
message provided by our colleagues at UKRO
has been invaluable. It has proven to be robust
in the face of enormous pressures, and speaks
to the important role that such partnerships
can and must play in times of uncertainty.
Collectively, the EU represents our most
significant collaborator. Financially, successive
framework programmes have provided great
support to the UK’s world leading research
base. And while our participation in any
successor to Horizon 2020 remains to be
negotiated, three things are clear.
First, the UK has benefitted greatly from our
close engagement with European colleagues,
engagement that has been significantly
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underpinned by Horizon 2020. To undermine
this engagement would be to the detriment of
UK science and research.
Second, the excellence of the UK’s universities
and of our research base have added great
value to, and enhanced the quality and impact
of, this and previous framework programmes.
To lose this from future programmes would
undermine the excellence of European
science and research.
And third: until the negotiations have been
concluded, the UK remains a full member
of the EU. This brings with it commitments,
challenges and opportunities. Our research
community remains an integral part of
Horizon 2020 – and must play a full role, both
in new partnerships and in helping to shape
the next Framework Programme.
Sustaining our success. Maximising the
value we bring to our European partners.
Supporting the development of the successor
to Horizon 2020. These are some of the
critical challenges that we face. It is vital that

the research community continues to benefit
from the clarity and intelligence that has been
demonstrated by colleagues at the UKRO
over the past 12 months.

Professor Sir Ian Diamond
Principal and Vice Chancellor, University of
Aberdeen
Chair of the Universities UK Research Policy
Network

In parallel to a busy year of calls and policy
developments in EU funding programmes,
the outcome of the UK’s referendum on
its membership of the EU has had a major
impact on the work of the Office. Not least,
UKRO has experienced unprecedented
demand for information on the practical
aspects of the EU research and innovation
landscape.
Immediately following the outcome of the
referendum, the Office took the decision
to continue its usual delivery of service,
and agreed with the Department of
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy
(BEIS) that UKRO would act as facilitator to
collect questions from across its member
organisations and beyond. This quickly
evolved into the provision of frequently asked
questions, available to the wider public on the
UKRO Portal.
Although operating in an increasingly complex
political environment, the UKRO team is
committed to encouraging constructive
dialogue and has taken steps to further
enhance the Office’s facilitation role to
provide a platform for research managers to
share their expertise and experiences, and
inform the evolving policy dialogue.

The past year has marked important
milestones for the European Research
Council (ERC), Marie Skłodowska-Curie
Actions (MSCA), and Erasmus+ as these
programmes celebrated their 10, 20 and 30
year anniversaries respectively. UKRO has
proudly delivered the UK’s National Contact
Point (NCP) helpdesks for the MSCA and
ERC since the launch of the programmes.
It has been a privilege for the Office to be
able to support so many researchers access
and benefit from these schemes and there is
a busy programme of activities planned for
UKRO’s NCPs in the coming year.

continuity planning to ensure a smooth
transition to UK Research and Innovation
(UKRI) next year, and guarantee that the
Office continues to meet the evolving needs
of its sponsors and subscribers.

Looking ahead to the second half of Horizon
2020 and the preparations for the next
generation of EU funding programmes,
UKRO aims to encourage UK organisations
to share their ideas and contribute to shaping
Framework Programme 9. Specific activities
for research managers will include joint
workshops with Innovate UK and Universities
UK. UKRO is also working closely with
colleagues from across the seven Research
Councils to gather views ahead of the
forthcoming consultation.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
colleagues across our networks for their
invaluable and generous contributions to the
on-going success of the Office.

Behind the scenes, UKRO is working with
the UKRO Board and Research Councils UK
(RCUK) Executive Directorate on business

Christina Miller
Director of UKRO

None of this would be possible without the
drive and motivation of the UKRO team,
who have pulled together to respond to the
unexpected challenges of the past year.
Furthermore, the collaborative and vibrant
working environment extends across the
wider networks of our Brussels-based and UK
stakeholders.

If you have any questions about UKRO’s work,
or our plans for the coming year we would be
delighted to hear from you.
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Mission and Services

UKRO offers a suite of bespoke services.

UKRO is the UK’s leading information and advice service on European Union
funding for research, innovation and higher education.

Open to subscribers:

Established in Brussels in 1984, UKRO is the European office of the UK Research
Councils. It delivers a subscription-based advisory service for over 150 research
organisations principally in the UK, and provides National Contact Point services
on behalf of the UK Government.
Mission
UKRO’s mission is to maximise
UK engagement in EU-funded
research, innovation and higher
education activities by:
Enabling sponsors and
subscribers to participate
confidently in EU programmes
and fully exploit the
opportunities available to them;
Supporting UK input into
European research, innovation
and higher education policy
development by informing,
advising and liaising with the
appropriate bodies both in the
UK and the EU;
Delivering a set of unique,
specialised services that are
tailored to meet the evolving
needs of sponsors and
subscribers.
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UKRO Portal: always up to date with the latest in
EU funding and policy
The UKRO portal provides tailored news articles,
which communicate the latest EU funding and policy
developments, as well as clear and accessible web pages
on the different strands of EU research, innovation and
higher education activities. Via the Portal, UKRO also
keeps subscribers up to date on developments relating
to EU research and innovation and the planned UK exit
from the EU.
Enquiry service: individual support and advice,
all year round
All subscribers have a named contact at UKRO, who
provides guidance, information, and advice on EU
policies, programmes and funding opportunities.
Annual visit: a tailored event for your institution
Each UK-based subscriber is entitled to an annual visit
from their UKRO European Advisor, who will provide
expert training, information, and/or one-to-one sessions
tailored to the requirements of the institution.
Training and Development Programme:
primarily designed to support European officers
Specialist training courses, focus groups and information
events, providing in-depth insight into EU programmes.

Open to everyone:
	Annual conference for European officers, with
the latest information on programmes and policies
presented by European Commission staff and other
speakers.
UK National Contact Points for the Marie
Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) and the European
Research Council (ERC), each providing a dedicated
helpdesk, website and specialised information and
training events.
Offering continuity and stability
The unique partnership between UKRO, its
subscribers, and the Research Councils, is reflected
in its governance model. The UKRO Board brings
together representatives from the seven Research
Councils, a representative from Universities UK and
three elected subscriber representatives.
At the annual Board meeting in March 2017, it
was agreed that the emphasis of UKRO’s work for
the coming year will be on providing stability and
continuity in terms of service delivery and policy
support.

Meeting room in Brussels: a venue for your
meeting in the centre of the EU quarter
UKRO’s meeting room is located within easy walking
distance of most European Commission buildings, the
European Parliament and the Council of Ministers. It is
regularly used by staff from subscribing institutions, for
example, for European project meetings. Subscribers
can also use ‘hot desk’ facilities.
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The UKRO Team
UKRO is a friendly and dynamic team bringing together a wide range of skills and
experiences from across the research and innovation community. The team prides
itself on providing optimal support to UKRO subscribers, sponsors and partner
organisations.
Christina Miller
Director
 +32 2 286 90 54
 christina.miller@bbsrc.ac.uk

Inga Benner
Deputy Director
 +32 2 289 61 23
 inga.benner@bbsrc.ac.uk

Office Management
UKRO aims to deliver its services in an efficient manner. UKRO’s
information systems and administration team is responsible for the
delivery of the UKRO Portal, event management and internal office
administration.
The Office operates a busy meeting room and hot desk facility. Both of
these are available to sponsors and subscribers, free of charge.
In case of any questions about the UKRO Portal, events and training
sessions organised by UKRO, or the meeting facilities available in the
Office, please contact the UKRO office: ukro@bbsrc.ac.uk.

European Advisors
European Advisors provide timely information and impartial advice
to UKRO’s sponsors and subscribers on EU-funded research,
innovation and higher education programmes and the policies that run
concurrently to these. A key part of the work of the European Advisors
is to maintain current knowledge of policy developments across the
research and innovation spectrum, enriched by liaison activities in
Brussels and the UK. These aspects of the role ensure that UKRO is
able to provide sponsors and subscribers with early insights and high-
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quality information on future aspects of EU programmes with relevance
to research, innovation and higher education, and practical support for
implementation. Each sponsor and subscribing organisation receives
support from a dedicated European Advisor.

Cindy Mertens
IS Manager

As well as providing an email and telephone query service, European
Advisors work in close collaboration with sponsors and subscribers to
formulate and deliver tailored training at annual visits to institutions.

 +32 2 286 90 51
 cindy.mertens@bbsrc.ac.uk

Jon Brookes
European Advisor

Małgorzata Czerwiec
European Advisor

Sophie Newlands
Office Manager

 +32 2 286 90 52
 jon.brookes@bbsrc.ac.uk

 +32 2 286 90 55
 malgorzata.czerwiec@bbsrc.ac.uk

 +32 2 289 61 24
 sophie.newlands@bbsrc.ac.uk

Ian Devine
European Advisor

Helen Dewberry
European Advisor

Marta Hernández Ramón
Administrative Assistant

 +32 2 289 61 22
 ian.devine@bbsrc.ac.uk

 +32 2 286 90 50
 helen.dewberry@bbsrc.ac.uk

 +32 2 289 61 20
 marta.ramon@bbsrc.ac.uk

Andreas Kontogeorgos
European Advisor

Andrew Macdonell
European Advisor

Nashwan Salman
IT & Administrative Assistant

 +32 2 286 90 53
 andreas.kontogeorgos@bbsrc.ac.uk

 +32 2 289 61 25
 andrew.macdonell@bbsrc.ac.uk

 +32 2 286 90 58
 nashwan.salman@bbsrc.ac.uk

˙ Thomas
BłaZej
European Advisor

Ailidh Woodcock
European Advisor

Ruth Tchaparian
Administrative Assistant (Maternity Cover)

 +32 2 286 90 57
 blazej.thomas@bbsrc.ac.uk

 +32 2 286 90 56
 ailidh.woodcock@bbsrc.ac.uk

 +32 2 289 61 20
 ruth.tchaparian@bbsrc.ac.uk
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Policy Developments and External Liaison
An integral part of UKRO’s daily work is to establish and maintain contacts with
the European Institutions and other major Brussels stakeholders in research
and innovation. This contributes to UKRO being able to obtain high-quality and
timely information for subscribers and sponsors, and to be in a strong position to
support and facilitate UK input into European research policy development and
implementation.
Over the years, UKRO has
built strong expertise in the
implementation and practical
aspects of EU funding
programmes; the Office continues
to specialise in these aspects.
However, UKRO’s work goes far
beyond answering queries on
proposal submission and project
legal and financial management.
COLLABORATION
UKRO operates in close collaboration
with a wide network of contacts in the
European Institutions and Brussels-based
stakeholders. Our external liaison activities
include representing UK Research Councils on
Science Europe’s Working Group on Horizon
2020 and playing an active role in IGLO, an
informal network of Brussels-based research
and innovation liaison offices that greatly
enriches the work of the Office. Maintaining
and strengthening close relationships with
partners in the UK, including Universities UK
(UUK) and UUK International (UUKi) has
remained a priority.

Policy Development
UKRO mobilises expertise from across the
seven UK Research Councils when coordinating responses to key consultations.
Objectives for policy monitoring and support
are agreed according to thematic priorities
for each Council. In areas of cross-cutting
horizontal priorities, UKRO operates in close
collaboration with the Research Councils
UK (RCUK) Executive Directorate and is
an active member of the Research Councils
International Network (RCIN) and RCUK
Brexit Co-ordination Network (BCN).
10

Framework Programmes
UKRO co-ordinated the RCUK response to
the interim evaluation of Horizon 2020 and
supported subscriber input through a series
of regular briefings, insights, and dedicated
sessions during subscriber visits, and a joint
UKRO/UUKi workshop to exchange ideas
between subscribers. Work on the interim
evaluation has also kicked-off discussions on
the future Framework Programme ahead of
the upcoming FP9 consultation.
As a core part of the dialogue continues
to be on the developments of the planned
European Innovation Council (EIC), UKRO
gathered early input from across the seven
Research Councils and co-ordinated the
RCUK response to the EIC Call for Ideas in
2016.

Expertise
UKRO’s policy support did not stop there.
UKRO provided early information on exciting
new initiatives and developments, which
included the increasing focus on Sustainable
Development Goals; exploring synergies
between the RCUK Global Challenges
Research Fund (GCRF) and EU programmes;
and the ’Pilot Project’ and Preparatory

Action for Defence Research, which is
anticipated to become a fully-fledged funding
programme post-2020.
Over the years, UKRO has built strong
expertise in the implementation and practical
aspects of EU funding programmes; the
Office continues to specialise in these aspects.
However, UKRO’s work goes far beyond
answering queries on proposal submission
and project legal and financial management.
UKRO sits on the Horizon 2020 Member
State Expert Group on the Model Grant
Agreement, alongside the Department for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS).
The Office draws on the expertise of the
well-established UKRO Focus Group; which
provides a sounding board for legal and
financial issues and a platform to exchange
best practice amongst research managers
and finance experts from across our member
organisations.

Achieving Change
The work of UKRO and the Legal and Finance
Focus Group has helped to achieve a major
success this year with the introduction of a
unit cost option for internally invoiced goods
and services. This has been an UKRO project
for almost two years, involving in-depth
work with the Group members and also
other European offices in Brussels. UKRO
actively contributed to both the joint paper
coordinated by the Helmholtz Association
which was sent to the European Commission,
and an important meeting with the European
Commission and experts from the signatory
organisations in 2016.

keep the research community informed about
the facts and clarify potential misconceptions.
Finally, behind the scenes there are internal
changes ahead. Plans to establish UK Research
and Innovation (UKRI), which will incorporate
the seven Research Councils, Innovate UK and
the research funding and knowledge exchange
parts of HEFCE have taken shape over the
past year. Professor Sir Mark Walport has
been appointed the Chief Executive Designate
of UKRI. UKRO is working in partnership with
the UKRO Board, sponsors and subscribers to
ensure business continuity of UKRO’s services
and a smooth transition to UKRI.

The year ahead
Priorities for the coming year include working
with stakeholders to consider the practical
aspects of the planned lump sum pilot,
alongside ongoing work on the Model Grant
Agreement, with a particular focus on audits.
The past year has been like no other, and
UKRO’s work was impacted on majorly by the
result of the UK’s EU referendum in June last
year. In terms of policy support, this brought
additional challenges beyond the usual
business of the Office. Since 24 June 2016,
UKRO has provided regular updates on postreferendum developments to subscribers and
sponsors, collected subscriber concerns and
queries and continued to play a facilitation role
between the research manager community
and BEIS. The UKRO Annual Conference
provided an opportunity for first discussions
just one week after the referendum, and
UKRO’s European Liaison Officer Catch-up in
Birmingham in January 2017 allowed for more
in-depth discussions and offered a platform
for European research managers to openly
address the challenges.
The UK remains an EU Member State until
the date that the UK exits the EU, and
therefore during this time the UK continues
to be eligible to participate in EU funding
programmes such as Horizon 2020. This is an
important message, which we will continue
to communicate in the UK and beyond. In
Brussels, UKRO strives to keep stakeholders
and networks well informed and offers regular
updates to external groups visiting the EU’s
capital – including Vice-Chancellors, research
managers and researchers. Together with a
wide range of liaison activities and UKRO’s
public FAQ document on Brexit and EU
research and innovation, the Office aims to
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Sponsors and Subscribers

List of UKRO
Subscribers

UKRO is a facility for the UK research community operated on a membership
basis as a partnership between the seven UK Research Councils as sponsors and
the wider research community.

A

UKRO is sponsored by the seven UK Research Councils:
Arts and Humanities Research Council

Medical Research Council

Biotechnology and Biological

Natural Environment Research

Sciences Research Council

Council

Economic and Social Research Council

Science and Technology Facilities

Engineering and Physical Sciences

Council

Research Council
The Office is jointly funded through Research
Council sponsorship and subscriptions from its
member organisations. It also receives funding
from the Department of Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy (BEIS) to deliver the UK
Horizon 2020 National Contact Point services
for the European Research Council and the
Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions.
UKRO’s membership has remained stable
during 2016-2017 with 152 subscribers, listed
opposite, from across UK universities and
research organisations and a limited number
of non-UK associated members.

Subscriber Representatives

B
Babraham Institute
Bangor University
Bar-Ilan University
University of Bath
Bath Spa University
University of Bedfordshire
University of Bergen
Biotechnology and Biological
Sciences Research Council
University of Birmingham
Birmingham City University
Birkbeck, University of London
Bournemouth University
University of Bradford
University of Brighton
University of Bristol
British Academy
Brunel University
Vrije Universiteit Brussel
Buckinghamshire New University
C
University of Cambridge
Cardiff Metropolitan University
Cardiff University
University of Central Lancashire
University of Chester
City, University of London
Coventry University
Cranfield University
University of Cyprus

Subscriber Representatives shape the services
provided by the UKRO Office. They have an
integral role in strategic planning, management
of the Office and the recruitment of staff to
UKRO.
UKRO would like to thank all of the Board
members for their support and commitment
to the success of the Office throughout
2016-2017.

UKRO’s elected subscriber representatives are:

12

University of Aberdeen
University of Abertay Dundee
Aberystwyth University
Anglia Ruskin University
Universiteit Antwerpen
The Arctic University of Norway
(UiT)
Arts and Humanities Research
Council
University of the Arts London
Aston University

Ross Hanley
University of Glasgow

Xavier Rodde
University of Birmingham

Philippa Shelton
University of the West of England

 ross.hanley@glasgow.ac.uk

 x.rodde@bham.ac.uk

 philippa.shelton@uwe.ac.uk

D
De Montfort University
Department for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs
University of Derby
University of Dundee
Durham University
E
The Earlham Institute
University of East Anglia
University of East London

Economic and Social Research
Council
Edge Hill University
University of Edinburgh
Edinburgh Napier University
Engineering and Physical Sciences
Research Council
University of Essex
The European Bioinformatics
Institute
University of Exeter
F
Fisheries Research Services
Food and Environment Research
Agency (FERA)
The Francis Crick Institute
G
GÉANT
Universiteit Gent
University of Glasgow
Glasgow Caledonian University
Glasgow School of Art
Goldsmiths, University of
London
University of Greenwich
H
Harper Adams University
Universiteit Hasselt
University of Helsinki
Heriot-Watt University
University of Hertfordshire
Higher Education Funding
Council for England
University of Huddersfield
University of Hull
I
Imperial College London
Institute of Cancer Research
ISERD - The Israeli Directorate
for EU FP
J
The James Hutton Institute
John Innes Centre
K
Keele University
University of Kent
King’s College London
Kingston University
L
Lancaster University
University of Leeds
Leeds Beckett University
University of Leicester
K.U. Leuven
University of Limerick
University of Lincoln

University of Liverpool
Liverpool John Moores
University
Liverpool School of Tropical
Medicine
London Business School
London School of Economics &
Political Science
London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine
London South Bank University
Loughborough University
M
University of Manchester
Manchester Metropolitan
University
Medical Research Council
Moredun Research Institute
Middlesex University London
N
National Institute for Biological
Standards and Control (NIBSC)
Natural Environment Research
Council
Natural History Museum
Newcastle University
Northumbria University
Norwegian University of Science
and Technology (NTNU)
University of Nottingham
Nottingham Trent University
O
The Open University
University of Oslo
University of Oulu
University of Oxford
Oxford Brookes University
P
Pirbright Institute
Plymouth University
University of Portsmouth
Public Health England
Q
Quadram Institute Bioscience
Queen Mary University,
University of London
Queen’s University Belfast
R
University of Reading
University of Roehampton
Rothamsted Research
Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh
The Royal Central School of
Speech and Drama, University of
London
Royal College of Art

Royal Holloway, University of
London
The Royal Society
Royal Veterinary College
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew
S
University of Salford
School of Oriental and African
Studies
Science and Technology Facilities
Council
SRUC
Scottish Government, Rural
and Environment Research and
Analysis Directorate
University of Sheffield
Sheffield Hallam University
University of Southampton
Southampton Solent University
University of South Wales
University of St Andrews
St George’s, University of
London
University of St Mark and St
John
Staffordshire University
University of Stavanger (UiS)
University of Stirling
University of Strathclyde
University of Surrey
University of Sussex
Swansea University
T
University of Teesside
U
University College London
University of Ulster
Universities UK
W
University of Wales Trinity Saint
David
University of Warwick
Weizmann Institute of Science
Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute
University of the West of
England
University of West London
University of the West of
Scotland
University of Westminster
University of Wolverhampton
Y
University of York
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Annual Conference

Training and Subscriber Engagement

The 2016 UKRO Annual Conference took place at Glasgow Caledonian
University, Scotland on Thursday 30 June and Friday 1 July.

In addition to annual visits to subscriber and sponsor organisations, where
individual European Advisors work with key contacts to create a ‘tailor-made’
programme, UKRO has organised a variety of supplementary training platforms
and opportunities to exchange experiences.

The timing of the 2016 UKRO Annual
Conference was unique in that it fell exactly
one week after the UK’s referendum on its
membership of the EU. As the first major
event of its kind following the outcome of
the vote it provided an excellent platform
to record the immediate concerns from
the Conference participants, of which there
were over 180 from eight different countries.
All of the queries and concerns logged
were subsequently collated, categorised and
presented to the Department of Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS). BEIS
representatives were also present at the
Conference.. This was the first of a series of
opportunities UKRO provided to subscribers
to facilitate dialogue on the impact of Brexit
on EU funding for research and innovation.

from across research institutes to evaluate
the initial impact of the outcome of the EU
referendum, explore future scenarios, inform
the wider debate and share experiences.
A representative from BEIS participated in the
discussions, to hear first-hand the concerns
and approaches of UKRO subscribers.

As Horizon 2020 is now in full swing and the
first audits to be conducted in the programme
are now taking place, it is timely to share
best practice on correct implementation
of projects and to emphasise the legal and
financial rules of the programme to ensure
that all conditions are met. To help support
this, UKRO organised dedicated ‘legal and
financial’ events in Edinburgh and London
to update subscribers on the latest changes
and amendments to the Horizon 2020
Model Grant Agreement. Furthermore, in
collaboration with the European Commission
and the Department for Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy (BEIS), UKRO organised an
event dedicated to audit requirements, which

Despite the unusual circumstances, the
Conference delivered the planned programme
of sessions on the latest EU research and
innovation policy development, practicalities
and opportunities, with speakers from
the EU institutions, UK Government,
UKRO subscribing organisations and other
stakeholders. The Deputy Director General
of the Directorate-General for Research
and Innovation (DG RTD) at the European
Commission, Mr Wolfgang Burtscher, began
the Conference with a reflection on the
first two and half years of Horizon 2020,
including the UK’s performance to date and
the success of the simplification measures that
have so far been introduced. This presentation
was followed by David Wilson from BEIS
who spoke to the audience via video link,
and provided an early update to UKRO
subscribers on the work of the Department
following the result of the referendum.
The two days of Conference were comprised
of diverse sessions aimed to cater for the
interests of all UKRO subscribers, from an
update and insight into future plans for the
European Research Council, to a practical
overview of the Marie Skłodowska-Curie
Actions (MSCA) reporting requirements
under Horizon 2020. As a novel development
at the time, the programme also addressed
the future of EU innovation funding and
insights into the early ideas for creating a
European Innovation Council (EIC).
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Testimonials

UKRO events are often defined by the
networking and experience sharing
opportunities, therefore, discussion sessions
amongst the UKRO Legal and Financial Focus
Group and on approaches to EU funding
through consideration of ‘European Liaison
Officer (ELO)’ profiles were also held.

UKRO would like to thank
all speakers, participants,
and Glasgow Caledonian
University, who helped to
ensure that this event was a
success.

“As someone who was relatively new to
Horizon 2020 I found the New European
Liaison Officers workshop to be hugely
valuable.The workshop provided a
great all-round introduction to the main
components of the framework programme
as well as an insight into how ELOs might
best support EU research proposals within
their institutions. [...] Being able to meet
the European Advisors in person and
learn first-hand how UK universities can
effectively engage with EU funding was
well worth the trip to Brussels!”
Richard Taylor, University of Sussex - Participant at
New ELO Training Session, November 2016

was attended by over 150 participants.
When the interim evaluation of Horizon 2020
started in the autumn, UKRO and Universities
UK International jointly facilitated a timely
discussion workshop for subscribers and
sponsors with the opportunity to hear from
a European Commission representative on
the evaluation process and on how to provide
input.
The potential implications of ‘Brexit’ on EU
funding for research and innovation also
prompted UKRO to arrange a mini catch-up
conference for European Liaison Officers in
Birmingham in January 2017. The aim of the
event was to bring together representatives

“The event overall exceeded my
expectations as it provided the perfect
environment with the right balance in
terms of content, formality and pitch for
delegates to draw the optimum benefit
from the event.The biggest benefit
from the event was the ability to build
relationships, network and the creation
of an informal ELO network group
comprising of the delegates from the
event. [...] The fact that the advice and
guidance was provided in a plain clear
English in a useable format enhanced the
value of the handouts and slides provided,
as this made the information accessible
and could therefore be used as reference
materials not only for the lucky delegates
who attended, but source text to support
a wider audience within our institutions
when back in our day jobs!”

In Brussels, UKRO held its popular ‘New ELO
Workshop’ giving those new to their role in
EU research funding a firm basis upon which
to develop their understanding of the EU and
its funding programmes, as well as providing
the opportunity for contact with the EU
institutions and other UKRO subscribers.
This year, for the first time, UKRO joined
forces with its German counterpart (KoWi)
to co-organise the ‘How Brussels Works
for Research and Innovation’ workshop,
where participants had a chance to better
understand the role of the EU institutions and
influential lobby groups, as well as interact
and discuss strategies and approaches with
colleagues from different organisations.

“I really appreciated the chance to meet
with colleagues from fellow subscribers
midway between Annual Conferences and
to discuss issues affecting our work, as
did the colleagues I spoke to during the
event. Regardless of the political context,
I consider this such a valuable activity.
Exchanging strategies with colleagues
at other institutions for approaching
the challenges of Brexit was very useful,
while sharing methods for encouraging
our researchers’ collaborations at the
European level is another excellent
example of the really useful exchanges
between ELOs that UKRO can facilitate,
whatever external challenges we are
facing.”
Ross Hanley, University of Glasgow – Participant at
ELO Catch-Up event, January 2017

Helen Elves, Open University – Participant at New
ELO Training Session, November 2016
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National Contact Points
UKRO is contracted by the Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy
(BEIS) to run the UK National Contact Point (NCP) service for the European
Research Council (ERC) and the Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) in
Horizon 2020.

MSCA 20 Anniversary
th

The 2016-2017 year has been a very special
one, with the Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions
celebrating their 20th Anniversary in November
2016, and the European Research Council
celebrating its 10th Anniversary with a year of
celebrations beginning in March 2017.

UK Success in MSCA6:

RESEARCHERS

Since the inception of the ERC and MSCA
programmes, UK researchers have been
advised and supported by UKRO as the
National Contact Point for MSCA and ERC.
Indeed, under Horizon 2020 alone, the MSCA
NCP has responded to an average of more
than 2,600 queries per year and has provided
training to more than 2,000 people interested
in the MSCA funding programmes1. During the
ten years since the ERC was founded, the UK
ERC NCP has answered more than 20,800
queries2 and has organised 130 training events3
in the UK for ERC applicants.
Both the ERC and MSCA programmes have
been a great source of support for projects
across Europe and beyond. Within the context
of the Framework Programme, they provide
funding for research excellence, mobility,
training, and knowledge transfer. Looking more
specifically at UK success in these programmes,
the ERC and MSCA programmes have been,
and continue to be, areas of success for the UK
in terms of the Framework Programme.
Data up to and including 23 May 2017.
2
Data based on UKRO statistics up to and including 31
December 2016.
3
Data based on UKRO records up to and including 24 May
2017.
4
Based on statistics provided from ERCEA on 4 May 2017,
taking into account ERC Frontier Grants schemes from
2007-2016.
5
Source of statistics was ERCEA website on 9 March 2017.
6
Based on UK country fact sheets for FP7 (06 July 2015) and
H2020 (08 March 2017).
7
Taken from the 20 years of MSCA event presentations on
29 November 2016, Brussels.
8
Information as of 8 May 2017.

ERC 10th Anniversary
UK Success in ERC4:

1530

GRANTS

From 2007-2016, there have been 1530
grants awarded to UK Host Institutions,
the most of any EU Member State or
participating country.

Information as of 2 May 2017.
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In FP7 the UK has the highest number of
participations and EU budget contribution across all
countries with 4,053 and €1.09 billion respectively.
A similar trend is seen in Horizon 2020 so far
where the figures are 2,233 and€€487.66 million
respectively.
Achievements of the scheme :

ERC Grants have been
awarded to 88 different host
institutions across the UK.

2017 saw the
100,000th Fellow
supported under the
MSCA programme.

88

• Held seven information and proposal
writing events around the UK for 607
participants.
• Attended the ERC Programme
Committee meetings alongside BEIS.
• Attended the ERC NCP meetings
held in May and November 2016.
UK Success in 2016 ERC Calls8
• 67 Starting Grants, 58 Consolidator
Grants, 41 Advanced Grants, and
28 Proof of Concept Grants were
awarded to UK Host Institutions. This
constituted approximately 17.2%,
18.5%, 17.7% and 21.1% of all awards
in each call, respectively.

MSCA NCP Highlights
Helpdesk Activities (2016-2017)

Several Nobel
Laureates and an
Oscar winning
organisation are
amongst those
awarded MSCA
funding.

• Answered 2,384 queries.
• Held six information and proposal
writing events around the UK.
• Attended the MSCA Programme
Committee meetings alongside BEIS.
• Attended the MSCA NCP meetings
held in May and November 2016.
UK Success in 2016 MSCA Calls9

MSCA fellows produced more than 25,000
publications during FP7.

Achievements of the scheme 5:

Around €12 billion funding has been provided to support almost
7000 grantees and over 50,000 team members.

6 Nobel Prizes, 4 Fields
Medals and dozens of other
national accolades awarded
to ERC grantees.

900
100,000 articles published
in scientific journals including
>5,500 articles in the 1% most
cited scientific journals.

• The UK was awarded the highest
number of European Fellowships with
311 and was the most popular return
phase host for Global Fellowships
with 27 for the Individual Fellowships
scheme.
• With 153 beneficiaries, the UK had
the highest level of participation in the
ITN call.

MSCA has
supported 900
enterprises since
2014.

1

9

In Horizon 2020,
the UK has a higher
than average overall
success rate at 15.95%
compared to the EU
Member State average
of 14.09%.

From 2007 to
2017 3,863 UK
researchers have
taken part in
MSCA projects.

7

The UK has received an
EU funding contribution
of over €2.7 billion,
the most of any EU
Member State or
participating country.

Helpdesk Activities (2016-2017)
• Answered 1,683 queries.

3,863

ERC 10th and MSCA 20th
Anniversaries

ERC NCP Highlights

30 scientists supported by MSCA in FP7
were involved in the 2012 discovery of the
Higgs Boson at CERN. The 2016 discovery
of gravitational waves brought a new way to
observe some of the darkest events in our
universe. An FP7 MSCA project contributed
to the breakthrough with 14 early-stage
researchers, coordinated by the European
Gravitational Observatory.

• The UK was successfully awarded 25%
of all COFUND Doctoral Programme
projects applied for.
• The UK’s success rate exceeded
the average for the Research and
Innovation Staff Exchange (RISE) call,
with 32.5% compared to 22.3%.
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UK RESEARCH OFFICE

The Office
Throughout 2016-2017, UKRO has been working extremely hard as an office to
support subscribing organisations and Research Councils during what has been a
busy time.
These are some key statistics on
UKRO activities during 2016-17:
• Wrote and published more
than 900 articles giving
information on EU funding
opportunities and providing
insight into policies and
programmes.
• Received 152 subscriptions
from higher education
institutions and other research
organisations across the UK and
other countries.
• Conducted 102 visits to
subscribing organisations and
sponsors.
• Received approximately 900
visitors to the Office.
• Ran seven UKRO training
courses for European Liaison
Officers, six information
sessions for the MSCA NCP
and seven information sessions
for the ERC NCP.
• UKRO was sponsored by the
seven UK Research Councils.

UKRO Portal
The UKRO Portal is an important service
which offers UKRO’s subscribers daily access
to the latest information on EU research,
innovation and higher education funding.
The news items range from short updates
and information on calls for proposals to
detailed analysis pieces and early insights. In
addition, UKRO’s factsheets provide in-depth
information in a handy format.
As in previous years, UKRO has prioritised
the development of the Portal, in terms
of improving content, the services offered,
usability and technical features. To ensure that
the Portal always targets user needs in an
optimal way, UKRO consults a user group for
advice before changes are introduced.
What the Portal offers today:
• A wealth of articles on different subjects
relevant to EU research and innovation
funding.

Income and Expenditure
Information 2016-17

Total
Expenditure:

£1,074,191

Staff Costs:
£824,329
Office Costs:
£249,862

• Factsheets on different parts of the Horizon
2020 programme and on other topics or
funding programmes of relevance.
• Portal pages giving more information on
Horizon 2020 engagement and Brexit
resources.
• Specific areas of the Portal dedicated to
ELOs and Research Council colleagues.

Total
income:

£1,073,006

• Public pages offering resources for the ERC
and MSCA NCPs.
The number of Portal users has increased,
with almost 1,700 new users in the last year,
bringing the total number of users to over
13,000 as of the end of March 2017. These
users have been actively making use of the
resources on the Portal; UKRO articles were
downloaded more than 87,000 times, and the
new UKRO FAQ on Brexit, which has been
publically available since January, was also in
high demand.

Subscription and Sponsor Income*:
£921,910
ERC & MSCA NCP Contracts:
£151,096

* UKRO’s Annual Budget is agreed by the UKRO Board.
The UK Research Councils underwrite the costs of the
Office, therefore any difference between income and
actual expenditure is accounted for in the Councils
sponsorship of the next financial year.
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