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2 Consultation Workshops (Year 2)

3 International Workshops (Year 2, 3 and 4) 

2 Interpretation Workshops (Year 5)

“



New history of  
adoption and 

impact of 
dyes  



Manchester Bradford

Munich
Dresden

Singapore

Mumbai

Washington DC

London

Oaxaca

Paris
Pisa

Amsterdam

Dr Diego Tamburini 
Scientist – Polymers and 
Modern Organic Materials

British Museum

Principal Investigator
PDRA1
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full time 

Dr Francesco Palmas 
Scientist - Organic Technician
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5 years, 0.2 FTE
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2 years full time 
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PDRA4
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Main tips and recommendations from the experience

Proposal stage
Allow plenty of time to write the proposal (3-6 months)
Ask colleagues to read it and give feedback (especially if they have ERC experience)
Ensure collaborations are established and clear (meetings and discussions take time)
Adress areas of strength and weakness and show a plan to cover for weaknesses (Advisory Board, collaborations, researchers, 
extended network, training, etc)
Don’t stress too much about the budget but ensure that everything is captured and justified

Submission stage
Choose the panel carefully 
Don’t wait for the last minute
Liaise thoroughly with your Host Institution

Interview stage
Prepare, prepare, prepare
Organise mock-up interviews (at least two) and record them
Practice conciseness in answers
Know your weaknesses and have a plan to address them
Remember your strengths and make sure to emphasise them

Keep in mind the sole criterion for funding is EXCELLENCE
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“If we wish to study a society unfamiliar to us, the best place to start is by grasping its material life” 

R. L. Heilbroner, Technological determinism revisited in “Does Technology Drive History?”
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