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Agenda

1. Welcome and Introduction

Raquel Meco Melguizo, UK MSCA NCP, UKRI

2. MSCA Doctoral Networks

Edward Ricketts, MSCA DN Project Officer, REA

3. MSCA Doctoral Networks 

Raquel Meco Melguizo, UK MSCA NCP, UKRI

Break Time 

4. MSCA DN: The applicant’s perspective

Prof. Richard Hall, Prof. Biomechanical and Oncological 

Engineering, University of Birmingham

5. Questions and Answers

All presenters



Housekeeping

All participants will be 
muted for the duration of 
the webinar.

A chat function is 
available and will be 
monitored.

The session is recorded

Please use the Q&A 
function to submit 
questions. Up voting is 
available. 



UKRI Horizon Europe

We support UK based organisations involved in EU R&I

Our Mission: Maximise UK participation in Horizon Europe

UKRO Portal 

• Dedicated news articles, events and factsheets to support participation

• Alerts to upcoming opportunities and call updates 

UK National Contact Point for

• European Research Council

• Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions programmes

• Widening Participation

• COST and New European Bauhaus 

We are part of UKRI’s International team

https://www.ukro.ac.uk/
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/erc/
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/erc/
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/mariecurie/
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/mariecurie/
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/mariecurie/
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/mariecurie/
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/mariecurie/
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-widening-participation-and-spreading-excellence_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-widening-participation-and-spreading-excellence_en
https://www.cost.eu/
https://www.cost.eu/
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/new-european-bauhaus/


UKRO website provides information

The UK’s association to Horizon Europe and 
Copernicus took effect on 1 January 2024.

This means UK entities can participate 
in/coordinate projects and receive funding from 
Horizon Europe*

The UKRO website provides information on 
upcoming European funding opportunities

Horizon Europe: UK Participation

* except for Equity elements of the EIC, the EIC Fund, which includes both 

the EIC Step and the blended finance / equity elements of EIC Accelerator

https://www.ukro.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/


What Does this Mean for Marie Skłodowska-
Curie Actions?

In MSCA Doctoral Networks, UK based organisations can:

• Participate as beneficiaries or associated partner

• Coordinate projects

• Can award PhDs

• Host secondments
UK joins Horizon 

Europe, inc. MSCARecruited doctoral candidates count toward the 

total number of person-months

https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/news/united-kingdom-joins-horizon-europe-and-the-marie-sklodowska-curie-actions
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/news/united-kingdom-joins-horizon-europe-and-the-marie-sklodowska-curie-actions


Things to think about

MSCA 

Doctoral 

Networks



Finding Partners

• Use the MSCA matchmaking platform

• Use your existing networks

• Contact potential partners, but before ask 
yourself:

• Is my online presence current and 
impactful?

• Am I clear on my ‘potential 
contribution’ to the project?

• COST Actions

• Check CORDIS to access previous 
projects for potential collaborators 

https://msca.b2match.io/
https://www.cost.eu/
https://www.cost.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/projects/en


Setting up your consortium

Engage with your partners as early as 
possible to agree on:

• How each PhD project will fit into the overall 
project

• The role of each consortium partner

• What resources, supervision & training is 
needed

• How the budget will be allocated  

• The governance, management and 
monitoring structure of the consortium

• The modus operandi (including project 
monitoring and decision making)



MSCA DN – International Tuition Fees 

• It is up to institutions to determine the tuition fees to charge doctoral 
candidates recruited as part of a MSCA DN

• PhD Fellows should be treated on equivalent terms as staff members. 

• The PhD Fellow should under no circumstance be asked to use their 
researcher allowances to pay for tuition (or visa) fees. 

• Visa fees are eligible costs under the Institutional unit contributions

• Approaches vary by institution. Here are some examples:

o complete waiving of fees for all recruited researchers under the action

o charging every recruited researcher a reduced rate, which is neither the 
home rate nor the international student rate

o charging every recruited researcher the home rate

• MSCA Doctoral Networks – International PhD Student Tuition Fees – 
UKRO

https://www.ukro.ac.uk/news/msca-doctoral-networks-international-phd-student-tuition-fees/
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/news/msca-doctoral-networks-international-phd-student-tuition-fees/
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/news/msca-doctoral-networks-international-phd-student-tuition-fees/
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/news/msca-doctoral-networks-international-phd-student-tuition-fees/
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/news/msca-doctoral-networks-international-phd-student-tuition-fees/
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/news/msca-doctoral-networks-international-phd-student-tuition-fees/


• What is the overarching research question?

How can this be achieved through the individual PhD projects?

• What are the research objectives?

Are they pertinent to the topic?

Are they measurable, verifiable and realistic?

• How does this project go beyond the current state of the art?

What novel methods will be used?

• What skills are needed by the DCs in the proposed research area?

What and where will they be in 4 years, 10 years from now?

Think about their long-term employability

• How will the network contribute to Europe’s innovation landscape

• How will the network increase doctoral training within and beyond the EU?

Long term sustainability is important 

• How will the results will be exploited and communicated?

• How have you considered research data management and the gender dimension

Getting started



What would you do with your results?

• Dissemination - Promoting and raising awareness of project results

• Exploitation - Utilising the results (e.g., for commercial purposes or in public policymaking)

• Communication - Making your research activities known to society through public engagement 

Dissemination, Exploitation and Communication 

Evaluated under 

‘Impact’

Institutions often have 

teams that can 

help/support these 

activities

Link to training & research 
objectives and activities 

Who is the target 
audience and why?

Detail the activities you 
will use and why

One way vs. two-way 
communication 

Achievements, 
expectations, project 

activities, lessons learned, 
etc. 

Activities occur 
throughout the entire 

project's lifetime – not just 
at the end



Expected Impact

Scientific impact

• Creating high-quality new knowledge

• Strengthen human capital in R&I

• Fostering diffusion of knowledge and 
Open Science

Societal impact

• Addressing EU policy priorities and global 
challenges

• Delivering benefits and impacts via R&I 
missions

• Strengthening the uptake of R&I in society

Economic impact

• Generating innovation-based growth

• Creating more and better jobs

• Leveraging investments in R&I  

• depending on the project it may address only one or more of the three expected impacts

• begins with the results, through to dissemination, exploitation and communication

• maps the contribution to the expected outcomes in the destination and wider work programme

•   

Steps towards the achievement of the expected impacts of the project over time



The Submission Process
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The Submission process

1 

Register & 
create an 

account on 
EU 

Funding & 
Tenders 
Portal

2

Familiarise 
yourself with 

all the 
available 
guidance 

documents

3

Contact your 
host 

institution(s) 
to discuss 

the proposal 
writing & 

submission 
process

4

Start the 
application 

on the 
system

5

Develop 
your 

proposal

6

Submit 
early & 
often

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home


Who is involved in the submission process? 

Coordinator 

Registers the draft proposal in 
the EU F&T portal

  Acronym, summary and panel

Adds partner organisations 

PIC codes and contact details 

Completes Part A (Admin form)

Responsible for uploading Part 
B1/B2 as a PDF 

Beneficiaries

Adds additional contacts

Checks that information in 
Part A is correct

May also be responsible for 
completing corresponding sections 
of Part A 

Associated Partners

Do not have access to the EU 
F&T portal

To have access, key contact(s) 
must be included under the 
corresponding beneficiary or 
coordinator  



Step 1 & 2: EU Funding & Tenders Portal

2026 MSCA DN call page: EU Funding & Tenders Portal | EU Funding & Tenders Portal

Find all the call 

documents here

Register 

here

Choose the right 

type - Only 1!

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-MSCA-2026-DN-01-01?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=MSCA%20Doctoral%20Networks%202026&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&frameworkProgramme=43108390


Step 3: Contact your host institution Ensure you have 

the details of your 

host institution

Reminder: 

3 EU MS or AC, at 

least 1 from EU MS

Contact person = 

Research Office



Adding Participants 

• Add Partner = add Beneficiary

• Add Associated Partner = add Associated Partner 

Template

Support

Call 

Information 

Add 

contact 

details, 

and 

partners



Step 4: Start your application
Part A (Administrative Part): complete online

Part B1 + Part B2 (Narrative Part): prepare offline & submit as pdf

Support available

Part A 

(online)

Download 

Part B Templates 

Part B1 & 

B2 (PDF)



Step 5: Panel Selection (Part A)​
• 8 scientific panels: Chemistry (CHE), Social Sciences and Humanities (SOC), Economic Sciences (ECO), Information Science 

and Engineering (ENG), Environment and Geosciences (ENV), Life Sciences (LIF), Mathematics (MAT) and Physics (PHY). 

• Budget per panel will be determined by number of proposals received

• Select the best fit keywords/descriptors (3-5) for your proposal – DO NOT select by previous success rates or popularity 

Max. 2000 

characters

List of MSCA keywords

https://rea.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2021-10/MSCA%20Keywords.pdf


List of up to 5 publications, projects, infrastructure



Step 5: Budget Table (Part A)
Funding based on unit costs multiplied by requested person months

Country Correction  

Coefficient (CCC) 

automatically applies

Automatically 

assumes 70% of DC 

will be eligible for 

the family allowance 

when calculating the 

budget

Enter the no. of 

recruited researchers 

(DCs) and no. of 

person months 



Step 5: Ethics & Security 
questions (Part A) 

• Follow the guidance on How to complete your 

ethics self-assessment

• Answering “Yes” might require a brief statement 

and/or upload of documents

• Page references to relevant sections of proposal 

for each issue if you answer ‘Yes’ (part B1 and B2)

• This will not affect your eligibility

UK applicants tick “Yes” 

to non-EU country 

activity and list the UK

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/how-to-complete-your-ethics-self-assessment_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/how-to-complete-your-ethics-self-assessment_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/how-to-complete-your-ethics-self-assessment_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/how-to-complete-your-ethics-self-assessment_en.pdf


Step 5: Part B

• Complete ALL mandatory tables

• Do not alter headings

Can also include additional subheading

• Actions should be divided in Work Packages

Should reflect the research objectives

• Deliverables should be divided into:

Scientific deliverables and management, training, 

recruitment and dissemination deliverables

• Milestones 

Control points in the action that help to chart 

progress and MAY be linked to deliverables

• Proposal’s title and abstract

• Coordinator and Beneficiaries' information

• Budget table

• Other information: Gender, Ethics, etc.

Part A 

• Sections 1-3

• Core of your proposal, divided in: Excellence, Impact and 
Quality and Efficiency of Implementation

• Maximum length: 34-page pages

• Respect the instructions (e.g. margins, font size, etc)

Part B1 (document 1): 

• Sections 4-9 

• Recruitment strategy, Supervisory Board, Participating 
Organisations, Environmental Considerations, etc.

• No overall page limit will be applied to this document

• Letter of pre-agreement for DN-JD

• RAISE DN justification (if applicable)

Part B2 (document 2): 

ONLINE

UPLOAD 

AS PDF

UPLOAD 

AS PDF



Formatting Rules

Min font size 11

Except for footnotes (min. font 
size 8)

All margins at least 15mm

Not including any footers or 
headers

Reference font is Times 
New Roman (Windows 

platform), Times/Times New 
Roman (Apple platforms) or 

Nimbus Roman No. 9 L 
(Linux distributions)

Literature references should 
be listed in footnotes

The page formatting will be 
systematically checked by 

the REA

Information provided 
through hyperlinks will be 

disregarded

Headers and page numbers 
as specified

Save files using specified 
format and naming 

convention 

Don’t give the evaluators any reason to reject your 

proposal! 



Resubmission Restriction

• Applicants who scored below 80% in the MSCA DN 2025 call are not eligible to resubmit a “similar” 

proposal in the DN 2026 call

• Any proposal involving 70% or more of the same recruiting organisations as in another proposal 

submitted to the MSCA DN 2025 call and a score of less than 80% will be assessed for resubmission

• The assessment will be carried out by external expert evaluators based on the similarity of 

objectives and the scientific approach proposed to reach such objectives

• REA system will flag similarities with previous proposals

• Final eligibility decision by REA Admissibility and Eligibility Committee appointed for the call 

evaluation

2026 MSCA DN Guide for Applicants (page 7) 

https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/0d6109dc-828d-4995-b5ac-e28e88ec5d49/library/ff7724fd-0246-41e3-8079-d7574552decf/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/0d6109dc-828d-4995-b5ac-e28e88ec5d49/library/ff7724fd-0246-41e3-8079-d7574552decf/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/0d6109dc-828d-4995-b5ac-e28e88ec5d49/library/ff7724fd-0246-41e3-8079-d7574552decf/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/0d6109dc-828d-4995-b5ac-e28e88ec5d49/library/ff7724fd-0246-41e3-8079-d7574552decf/details
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The 2026 Call Timeline

Action Date

Launch of the call 28 May 2026

Deadline for submission 24 November 2026 
(17:00 Brussels Time) 

Information on outcome of 

evaluations
April 2027

Grant Agreement signature July 2027

Prospective start date from September 2027

The call page is hosted on EU Funding & Tenders Portal

Submit Early, Submit Often!

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-MSCA-2026-DN-01-01?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=MSCA&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503


• Horizon Europe MSCA - How to apply - European 

Commission

• Doctoral Networks - Marie Skłodowska-Curie 

Actions

• MSCA DN Guide for Applicants

• MSCA Financial Guide

• MSCA RADIANCE

• MSCA Work Programme 2026-2027

• EU Funding & Tender Opportunities Portal

• Horizon Europe Strategic Plan 2025-2027 

• Horizon Europe Programme Guide

Additional Resources

https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-marie-sklodowska-curie-actions/horizon-europe-msca-how-apply_en#ecl-inpage-291
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-marie-sklodowska-curie-actions/horizon-europe-msca-how-apply_en#ecl-inpage-291
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-marie-sklodowska-curie-actions/horizon-europe-msca-how-apply_en#ecl-inpage-291
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-marie-sklodowska-curie-actions/horizon-europe-msca-how-apply_en#ecl-inpage-291
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-marie-sklodowska-curie-actions/horizon-europe-msca-how-apply_en#ecl-inpage-291
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-marie-sklodowska-curie-actions/horizon-europe-msca-how-apply_en#ecl-inpage-291
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-marie-sklodowska-curie-actions/horizon-europe-msca-how-apply_en#ecl-inpage-291
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/doctoral-networks
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/doctoral-networks
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/doctoral-networks
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/doctoral-networks
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/doctoral-networks
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/doctoral-networks
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/doctoral-networks
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/doctoral-networks
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/0d6109dc-828d-4995-b5ac-e28e88ec5d49/library/ff7724fd-0246-41e3-8079-d7574552decf/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/0d6109dc-828d-4995-b5ac-e28e88ec5d49/library/ff7724fd-0246-41e3-8079-d7574552decf/details
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/horizon-msca-financial-guide_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/horizon-msca-financial-guide_en.pdf
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/ncp-networks/msca/international-mobility-experienced-researchers
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/ncp-networks/msca/international-mobility-experienced-researchers
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2026-2027/wp-2-marie-sklodowska-curie-actions_horizon-2026-2027_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2026-2027/wp-2-marie-sklodowska-curie-actions_horizon-2026-2027_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2026-2027/wp-2-marie-sklodowska-curie-actions_horizon-2026-2027_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2026-2027/wp-2-marie-sklodowska-curie-actions_horizon-2026-2027_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-MSCA-2026-DN-01-01?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=MSCA&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-MSCA-2026-DN-01-01?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=MSCA&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/6abcc8e7-e685-11ee-8b2b-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/6abcc8e7-e685-11ee-8b2b-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/6abcc8e7-e685-11ee-8b2b-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/6abcc8e7-e685-11ee-8b2b-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf


Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be 

understood. Now is the time to understand 

more, so that we may fear less.

Marie Skłodowska-Curie

mariecurie-uk@ukro.ac.uk
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