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Desire – Designing the 

Irresistible Circular Society

Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do 

not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or CINEA. Neither the 

European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.



Choose image: Insert > Pictures, and choose your image.

Desire

DELIVER A NEW VISION FOR 
THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

By designing products, services, experiences 
and systems to be irresistible, we aim for a 
future where sustainability in urban 
transformation becomes so attractive that it 
barely seems like a choice
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Objectives (targets)
1. Create a learning environment with 

identifiable values, principles and approaches 
and realize it in the spirit of the original 
Bauhaus school, to enable an emerging 
learning community for aesthetic, inclusive 
and sustainable urban transformation. 

2. Deliver a DESIRE lighthouse demonstrator 
for local impact to manifest the NEB values 
through learnings from eight different territorial 
transformation sites covering multiple themes, 
geographies and scales. 

3. Build a scaling framework for new EU-wide 
value through a co-created platform and 
digital infrastructures for long-term triple 
bottom line shared value creation, stakeholder 
involvement, and empowerment.
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Key words

➢ Trust through relationship

➢ Action in focus

➢ Contextuality

➢ Connectivity and inclusion

➢ Regeneration

Creating a new narrative – mission-

driven approach 
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OUR APPROACHES 
AND METHODS

• Work mission-oriented and mobilise eco-
systems and stakeholders across different 
sectors and levels of governance

• Learning-by-doing, learning-by-interaction 
and learning by reflection mechanisms to 
drive learning continuously  

• Experiment through co-creation and co-
design processes tailored to the eight 
territorial sites

• Think and work in nested systems to create 
regenerative capacity
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Kalundborg

Gadehavegaard

Herlev

Creating 

social and 

inclusive 

housing

Reconciling 

cities with 

nature

Transforming 

through 

symbiotic 

relationships

LIGHTHOUSE 

DEMONSTRATORS
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Ljubljana

Turin

Riga

Amsterdam

Milan
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8 LIGHTHOUSE DEMONSTRATORS
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DIGITAL LEARNING HUB

09-07-2025 10



Desire09-07-2025 11

T
R

A
N

S
F

O
R

M
A

T
IO

N
 G

U
ID

E



Desire

KEY PUBLICATIONS

One of Desire’s flagship contributions -
a collaborative publication authored
by all the organizations involved in the 
demonstration activities and edited by 
Politecnico di Milano.

Published by Springer Publication - link

Belonging by Connecting: A field guide 
to designing sustainable places
through community practice

Link

Practice-based perspective of the 
project’s two-year outcomes, focusing
on actions carried out by eight urban 
Desire sites of transformation. 
Published by Aalborg University

Link
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https://www.irresistiblecircularsociety.eu/publication-experimenting-with-the-new-european-bauhaus-values-and-principles-in-urban-transformation
https://www.irresistiblecircularsociety.eu/publication-belonging-by-connecting
https://www.irresistiblecircularsociety.eu/whitepaper-narratives-of-irresistible-circular-futures-september-2024
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IRRESISTIBLE 

CITIES LAB –

community of 

city-makers
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CONSORTIUM
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Aase Højlund Nielsen 

Project Manager 

BLOXHUB

Phone: +45 3161 6709 

Email: aho@bloxhub.org

Visit DESIRE’s homepage

www.irresistiblecircularsociety.eu/
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