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» Trust through relationship
» Action in focus

» Contextuality

» Connectivity and inclusion
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Creating a new narrative — mission-
driven approach
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DESIRE
Manifesto

Our mutual global challenge is clear. We are exceeding the planetary
boundaries and our planet is suffering. Social equality and equality
between species are negatively affected. We are in need

of radical change.

So, we act now by creating a movement that breaks with our traditional linear approach and traditional ways of
thinking, collaborating and acting.

We stand shoulder to shoulder in an inclusive revolution that embraces, nurtures and experiments with the inno-
vative and creative DNA of art, architecture and design to explore the irresistible circular society by:

Creating social and inclusive housing: We design communities around spaces involving everyone who uses,
lives and will live there in the future to make sure everyone benefits from this transformation. We support a sense
of belonging by evoking appreciation of and connection to the worid around us through sensory experiences.
We focus on transparency, trust and inclusiveness in order to create social sustainability. We empower people to
take action in the circular transition by making it 2 natural part of our everyday life.

Reconciling cities with nature: We advocate a planetary perspective to ensure a sense of belonging for all be-
ings. We act on behalf of all human and non-human species. We raise ambition with a dedicated aim of giving
back more than we take from the planet. We experiment and see present boundaries as creative constraints that
catalyze future potential.

Transforming through symbiotic relationships: We work to develop a shared language and establish trust

between all species so all can be engaged in solving problems at their core. We use aesthetics to evoke emo-

tions that create synergies between beings. We work together across sectors, disciplines, backgrounds, cities,

borders and generations, to create momentum for the irresistibie, aesthetic, inclusive, and sustainable society we
all long to be part of.

So, join us in carrying this movement forward by sharing know-how and new perspec-
tives with impact-oriented optimism. Together we can unleash quality of life for people
and the planet. Let this movement assure us that a collective and collaborative imagi-
nation can and will change the world to an irresistible circular society.




Desire Principles

Belonging
We nurture a sense of place
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Circularity
We unleash a circular mindset

Imagine the feeling of meeting someone that you have an immediate connection with, You get the instant
feeling of being interconnected and at the same time curious to get to know more about this person. Their
story is like a lona road runnina throuah the landscane making tums and loops, and your road was just
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the implementation of circular solutions

Aesthetics
We expand the concept of beauty
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OUR APPROACHES
AND METHODS

« Work mission-oriented and mobilise eco-
systems and stakeholders across different
sectors and levels of governance

» Learning-by-doing, learning-by-interaction
and learning by reflection mechanisms to
drive learning continuously

« Experiment through co-creation and co-
design processes tailored to the eight
territorial sites

* Think and work in nested systems to create
regenerative capacity
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Creating
social and
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LIGHTHOUSE
DEMONSTRATORS
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8 LIGHTHOUSE DEMONSTRATORS

Gadehavegaard, Hoje-Taastrup, Denmark Ziepju Street 11, Riga, Latvia Wildemanbuurt, Amsterdam, The MIND, Milan, Italy
I Demonstration Site ” Circularity ” Biodiversity H Ownership I | Demonstration Site ]I Aesthetics H Biodiversity H Belonging Netheﬂands I D

I Inclusion H Learning ” Ambition I l D ion Site H i H Movement H Trust H Inclusion ]

ionsite | | ing | [ Aesthetics | [ Movement |

Cascina Falchera, Turin, ltaly BTC City, Ljubljana, Slovenia Kalundborg Circular Campus, Kalundborg,  The Garden Caretaker, Herlev, Denmark

[ Demonstration Site H Belonging ” Aesthetics H Movement I Demonstration Site ” Belonging ” Movement ” Biodiversity ] Denmark

l D ion Site II i I[ Biodiversity ]I Movement I

(Coemonstaaons ] [ Crcuary ] [Belonging ] [ l
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DIGITAL LEARNING HUB

Collection

Desire Tools

Citizen engagement in the green transition is essential for
success, and this has been the focal point of the Desire
project. Our eight demonstration sites in five EU countries
have approached this in various ways.

Materials in this collection © desire zieswe Discover  Connect

circular society

P\,
Gadehavegaard, Hoje-Taastrup, Denmark Ziepju Street 11, Riga, Latvia Wildemanbuurt, Amsterdam, The
[(Domonstationste_] [ Greutarty_] [ Biocversiy ] [[Ownershi | [(Domonstationste_] “Aesthatics | [ Biodversty ] [ Belongng Netherlands
(o ) (s ) (o) () (o
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TRANSFORMATION GUIDE

09-07-2025

Build and Maintain Trust

l Transformation Theme H Trust I

Raise and Sustain Ambitions

[ Transformation Theme H Ambition l

Desire

Establish and Nurture Ownership

I Transformation Theme ” Ownership I

' % 0
G b

Embrace and Enable Inclusion

I Transformation Theme H Inclusion I

Prioritise Empathy and Deep Care with the
Place

l Transformation Theme ” Empathy I

Monitor and Learn Continuously

l Transformation Theme H Learning I
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KEY PUBLICATIONS

CIRCULAR
FUTURES

Experimenting

with the New European
Bauhaus Values and
Principles in Urban
Transformation

One of Desire’s flagship contributions - Belonging by Connecting: A field guide Practice-based perspective of the

a collaborative publication authored to designing sustainable places project’s two-year outcomes, focusing
by all the organizations involved in the through community practice on actions carried out by eight urban
demonstration activities and edited by Link Desire sites of transformation.
Politecnico di Milano. — Published by Aalborg University
Published by Springer Publication - link Link

09-07-2025 Desire 12


https://www.irresistiblecircularsociety.eu/publication-experimenting-with-the-new-european-bauhaus-values-and-principles-in-urban-transformation
https://www.irresistiblecircularsociety.eu/publication-belonging-by-connecting
https://www.irresistiblecircularsociety.eu/whitepaper-narratives-of-irresistible-circular-futures-september-2024

JRRESISTIBLE &

CITIES LAB —
community of
city-makers =
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CONSORTIUM

POLITECNICO
MILANO 1863

KAIROS

Crrra pi ToRING

+PLUSVALUE DéNSKE
KITEKT
RKSOMHEDER

Danish Design Center

the beach

DANSK
ARKITEKTUR
CENTER

Knowledge Hub Zealand

«

AALBORG UNIVERSITET

Technical University
of Denmark

SUSTAINABLE
BUSINESS
NETWORK
SLOVENIA

THE REALLY
REGENERATIVE

CENTRE
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Aase Hgjlund Nielsen
Project Manager

BLOXHUB .
Phone: +45 3161 6709 SX )
Email: aho@bloxhub.org ' g
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Visit DESIRE’s homepage
B Desire www.irresistiblecircularsociety.eu/



	Slide 1: Desire – Designing the Irresistible Circular Society 
	Slide 2: Desire
	Slide 3: Objectives (targets)
	Slide 4: Desire Manifesto… 
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: OUR APPROACHES AND METHODS
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: DIGITAL LEARNING HUB
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: KEY PUBLICATIONS
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15

