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EU Policy 
Interim assessment of Research Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) in FP7 

The EC has published an interim assessment of the Research Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) established under the European Economic Recovery Plan in 2008. These are the FP7 PPPs in Energy-efficient Buildings, Factories of the Future and the Green Cars Initiative. The assessment includes a number of recommendations, with the first one being that the research PPP initiatives should be continued, further developed and broadened in scope under Horizon 2020. The report also recommends that the governance and procedures of the research PPPs (particularly regarding the Commission - industry interface) should be formalised and made more transparent.
Other recommendations include the suggestion that procedures for administration and management of the research PPPs should be further streamlined and allow for both appropriate flexibility in the execution of the programmes and projects and greater harmonisation in the way that the PPPs are implemented. In terms of the focus of the initiatives, the report suggests that more emphasis should be placed on actions which support transfer of new concepts to the market, while there is also a need to focus on strengthening the overall impact and dissemination of the project results. The outcomes of the interim assessment will be used by the Commission in order to plan for possible future PPPs in terms of the development of Horizon 2020, and to consider where improvements can be made to the running of the existing PPPs under FP7.

Further information
The Interim Assessment of Research Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) is available at: http://ec.europa.eu/research/industrial_technologies/pdf/research-ppps-interima-assessment_en.pdf
Commission Work Programme for 2012 

The EC’s Work Programme (CWP) for 2012 has been adopted. Each year, the Commission adopts an updated Work Programme which contains new annual strategic initiatives and adapts the multiannual work plan according to emerging policy developments.  The CWP consists of a general document, which outlines the main political priorities and actions to be delivered in 2012 and the Annex, which contains a detailed list of strategic initiatives planned for 2012 listed by policy area, as well as an indicative list of important activities for the period 2013-2014. In addition, so-called roadmaps are published. These are lists of planned impact assessments which have to accompany major initiatives carried out by the EC. 


The CWP 2012 is very much focused on fostering a sustainable and job-rich economic recovery, reflecting the Europe 2020 strategy and its flagship initiatives. It is built on three overarching priorities: building a Europe of stability and responsibility; building a Union of growth and solidarity; and giving the EU an effective voice in the wider world. While the Work Programme itself details planned Commission initiatives under each of these priorities in more general terms, the Annex to the Work Programme lists a number of concrete initiatives divided by policy area.

Further information

More details are available from the 2012 CWP web page at: http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/programmes/index_en.htm
Future ERC Scientific Council members to be identified

A consultation process is currently ongoing to identify future members of the ERC Scientific Council. An Identification Committee, which has been set up especially for this purpose, has started consulting research organisations across Europe to seek input on suitable candidates. It is also possible to make suggestions directly to the Committee by email before the deadline of 30 March 2012. 
The Scientific Council is the ERC's governing body and it defines its scientific funding strategy and methodologies. Members of the Council serve for four years and their membership can be renewed once. The two objectives of the Identification Committee are to identify new members of the Scientific Council for its membership renewal in February 2013 and to maintain a pool of candidates for future renewals. The evaluation process for candidates will take place in April and May 2012, followed by a report by the Identification Committee to the European Parliament and the Council in October 2012. 

Further information
Further details on the identification process and contact information for suggestions can be found at: http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=newsalert&lg=en&year=2011&na=na-121211
ITRE committee votes against EC’s proposal on funding for GMES
Shortly before Christmas, the EP’s ITRE committee voted against the EC’s proposal to fund the GMES programme (Global Monitoring for Environment and Security) for Earth observation from 2014 -2020 outside the EU budget through an intergovernmental agreement. GMES is the European programme implementing an Earth observation service system with satellites, sensors on the ground, floating in water or flying through the air to monitor our planet's environment and to support the security of citizens. The GMES programme is currently financed through the EU budget. 

However the EC has proposed that, following 2013, GMES will be funded and regulated via an intergovernmental agreement. The EC’s proposal suggests in more detail that Member States contribute to a specific GMES fund based on their gross national income and regulated by an intergovernmental agreement. The EC would continue to co-ordinate the GMES programme, even though its financial input into the programme will finish in 2014, but financial management would be delegated to the Global Navigation Satellite System Agency (GSA). MEPs disagreed with this proposal and unanimously called for a legislative proposal on GMES covering the long-term governance, funding and operation of the programme and for GMES to be financed under the multiannual financial framework of the EU budget.
Further information

The GMES website is available at: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/space/gmes/index_en.htm
First ever Digital Agenda annual progress report published

The first Digital Agenda Annual Progress Report has been published by the EC, providing an overview of progress on the actions of the Digital Agenda for Europe, updating the list of completed actions since the Digital Agenda Scoreboard in May 2011, and outlining the work ahead. It examines the eight pillars of activity within the Digital Agenda and identifies areas of concern where attention needs to be paid over the next two years in order to provide greater certainty about how the EU can grow in the future.

Six out of the seven actions in the Research and Innovation pillar are considered to be long term, leading the report to conclude that the 2012-13 period is crucial to continue making the case for support for research and innovation in the next multiannual financial framework, and for support for ICT in the next framework for EU research and innovation. The report covers a number of actions including progress on Public-Private Partnerships, the future publication of a cloud computing strategy, and planned Communications on a variety of topics including High Performance Computing and EU Competitiveness on Key Enabling Technologies.

Further information 

The Digital Agenda Annual Progress Report is available at: http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/digital-agenda/documents/dae_annual_report_2011.pdf 

Gender Manifesto for Horizon 2020 presented to Commissioner 

The genSET (Gender in Science) project, funded through FP7, has presented a Manifesto for Integrated Action on the Gender Dimension in Science and Innovation to Máire Geoghegan-Quinn, the European Commissioner for Research, Innovation and Science. The manifesto is the result of a public consultation, run in conjunction with the European Gender Summit held in November 2011, and is intended to ensure that the gender dimension is firmly embedded in Horizon 2020. 

It comprises nine major points, covering issues including the failure of previous Framework Programmes to adequately address gender issues, the need to ensure that general provisions within Horizon 2020 are translated into individual calls, the gender dimension of the construction of teams and use of methodologies, and the need to ensure fair and equal assessment for men and women. The proposed Horizon 2020 framework already makes explicit reference to the importance of the gender dimension, while a specific gender equality Article has been included as part of the proposed structure, Article 15, which states that:  “Horizon 2020 shall ensure the effective promotion of gender equality and the gender dimension in research and innovation content”. 

Further information

The manifesto is available to sign on the European Gender Summit website: http://www.gender-summit.eu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=278:manifesto-text-a-petition&catid=20:manifesto&Itemid=42
IMI announces simplified funding rules 

The Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI) has made several changes to the funding process and reporting structures of its grants. This has been done to simplify procedures for both private and public collaborative partners, improve transparency and increase flexibility and efficiency. 


One key change is that indirect costs can now be reimbursed according to actual costs and a simplified method of calculating these costs has been introduced. Alternatively, a project can continue to use the flat rate reimbursement method of 20 per cent of direct eligible costs. A further change is that participants can choose the method used to report personnel costs on the basis of which process is most convenient and can use either actual personnel costs or average personnel costs if that is aligned with their usual procedures on EU projects. All partners will now report on fixed dates during the year (depending on the project starting date) and affiliated entities of EFPIA (European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations) companies will now be treated in a similar way to EFPIA companies. The IMI is currently preparing additional simplification methods relating to scientific reporting for participants and the application process. 
Further Information

A factsheet on the changes is available at: http://www.imi.europa.eu/sites/default/files/uploads/documents/Press%20Releases/FactSheetIMINewFundingRulesFinal.pdf
Proposals for 2014-2020 from DGs Justice, Home and Employment 

A number of proposals have been published for the period 2014-2020 covering the programmes currently run by the Directorates General (DGs) for Justice, Home Affairs (HOME) and Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion (EMPLOY). Two new schemes will be run out of DG Justice. The first, the new Justice Programme, will merge three current programmes: Civil Justice, Criminal Justice and the Drug Prevention and Information Programme. Alongside this, the new Rights and Citizenship Programme will encompass the other three areas currently covered by DG Justice:  Fundamental Rights and Citizenship, Daphne III and parts of the Programme for Employment and Social Solidarity (PROGRESS). 
DG Home will also run two new and more integrated programmes. The Asylum and Migration fund will focus on people flows and the integrated management of migration, while the Internal Security Fund will support the implementation of the Internal Security Strategy and the EU approach to law enforcement co-operation. The new Programme for Social Change and Innovation (PSCI), to be run by DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion, will integrate three existing programmes: the Programme for Employment and Social Solidarity (PROGRESS), the European Employment Services (EURES) and the European Progress Microfinance Facility. 
Further information

The Justice Programme proposal: http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/files/1_en_act_part1_v4_justice_en.pdf
The Rights and Citizenship Programme proposal: http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/files/1_en_act_part1_v5_frc_en.pdf
The Asylum and Migration fund proposal: http://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/news/intro/docs/751.pdf
The Internal Security Fund proposal: http://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/news/intro/docs/753.pdf
The Programme for Social Change and Innovation Proposal:
 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0609:FIN:EN:PDF
Monitoring report on industrial policy flagship initiative published 

A new annual initiative, which looks specifically at the competitiveness of European Member States, has produced its first report. The report took the form of a Communication, published by the EC, entitled 'Industrial Policy: Reinforcing Competitiveness'. Drawing from the European Competitiveness Report 2011 and the Member States’ Competitiveness Performance and Policies, the report monitors progress made by the EU Flagship Initiative on Industrial Policy, which was launched in 2010 as part of the Europe 2020 Strategy. 

Specifying that research and innovation drive productivity, growth, and industrial competitiveness, the report identifies a number of areas where significant progress needs to be made in order to meet the Europe 2020 strategy goals. These include structural changes in the economy, innovation in industry, sustainability and resource efficiency, business environment, the single market and small and medium-sized enterprises. New technologies, such as low-carbon and nanotechnologies, are also highlighted as the driving force of future EU competitiveness and the report stresses the need to invest in industrial innovation to bridge the gap between basic research and markets. In conclusion, the report suggests that the main problems currently preventing a comprehensive approach to research and innovation include fragmentation of support schemes and a lack of co-ordination and pooling of national resources.

Further information 

The EC Communication which contains the report is available at:  http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/industrial-competitiveness/industrial-policy/files/comm_2011_0642_en.pdf 

The website of the Flagship Initiative on Industrial Policy is available at: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/industrial-competitiveness/industrial-policy/ 
Co-ordination and Support Actions for Joint Programming Initiatives launched 

A cross-thematic call has been launched by the EC for Co-ordination and Support Actions (CSAs) related to the establishment of some of the Joint Programming Initiatives (JPIs). The call opened on 12 January and will close on 20 March and will cover the following JPIs: ‘The microbial challenge – an emerging threat to human health’; ‘Connecting climate knowledge for Europe’; ‘Water challenges for a changing world’; and ‘Urban Europe – global urban challenges, joint European solutions’. In order to include the new call, the Health, Environment and Regions of Knowledge Work Programmes have been updated by the EC.

JPIs encourage Member States to combine, on a voluntary basis, aspects of their national research programmes in order to address major societal challenges, reduce fragmentation and avoid duplication, and are currently being established in ten different areas. Previous examples of CSAs which were funded to help enable JPIs get up and running include one related to the “More Years, Better Lives – the challenges and opportunities of demographic change” JPI in the 2011 ICT Work Programme and one to provide “support to the development of joint programming in marine and maritime research to address cross-cutting sea-related challenges” in the 2012 Transport Work Programme.

Further information

The call page is available on the Participant Portal at: http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/cooperation?callIdentifier=FP7-JPROG-2012-RTD
The updated Work Programmes are available at: http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/wp-2012_en.html 

ENIAC 2012 Work Programme offers increased support for ‘technology to products’ phase

On 20 December 2012 the ENIAC (European Nanoelectronics Initiative Advisory Council) 2012 Work Programme was adopted and published. ENIAC is a Joint Technology Initiative (JTI) implemented by a Joint Undertaking (JU), a public-private partnership focusing on nanoelectronics. It brings together Member States and Associated Countries, the EC, and AENEAS (the Association for European Nanoelectronics Activities, which represents European R&D actors in this field). There will be two calls in 2012, the first of which will focus on TRLs (Technology Readiness Levels) 2-5, such as formulation of technology concepts, experimental proofs and validation in laboratory conditions. The second will focus on Pilot Line activities at TRLs 4-8; this is a new initiative not part of previous Work Programmes, which is part of the ‘technology to products’ phase of the project life cycle, and aims to ensure that R&D results lead to meaningful innovations.
AENEAS, as the body which carries out most of the activities of the ENIAC Joint Undertaking, has published the ENIAC 2012 Work Programme, which identifies and groups 25 ‘grand challenges’ under eight domains. The domains cover automotive and transport, communication and digital lifestyles, energy and efficiency, health and ageing society, safety and security, design technologies, semiconductor process and integration, and equipment, materials and manufacturing

Further information

The ENIAC 2012 Work Programme can be downloaded from the AENEAS website at: http://www.aeneas-office.eu/web/documents/AWP.php 

Draft ICT PSP Work Programme sets out five themes for 2012

The draft Information Communication Technologies Policy Support Programme (ICT PSP) Work Programme for 2012 has been published. It has been approved by the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP) ICT Committee and formal approval by the EC is expected in early 2012. The sixth Call for Proposals will open on 1 February and close on 15 May 2012. The call is likely to be worth €127 million. ICT PSP is one of three specific programmes supported under the CIP, which runs parallel to FP7 from 2007-2013 and is designed to stimulate smart sustainable and inclusive growth in the ICT area by accelerating the wider uptake and best use of innovative digital technologies and content by citizens, governments and businesses, in particular by engaging with SMEs. 


The draft Work Programme consists of five themes: ICT for “smart cities”; digital content, open data and creativity; ICT for health, ageing well and inclusion; ICT for innovative government and public services; and trusted e-services and other actions. These have been developed from overarching objectives which include improving the innovation capacity of the EU, in line with the objectives of the Digital Agenda priorities. A range of funding instruments will be used in the Call for Proposals, including two different types of pilot initiatives, thematic networks and best practice networks.
Further information

The draft Work Programme can be downloaded from the ICT PSP website, available at: http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/ict_psp/library/wp_call/index_en.htm 

Single EU Patent system gets a step closer to reality

A deal on the adoption of a single EU patent system, struck in December between EU Parliament and Council negotiators, has a promising outcome following its backing by the Legal Affairs Committee. If the deal on the EU patent package (comprising the unitary patent, language regime and unified patent court) is endorsed by both the full Parliament (possibly at its next meeting in February 2012) and Council, the new EU patent will be created, fulfilling one of the key Innovation Union objectives. Current systems require inventors to validate a patent in each separate EU Member State. The new patent would automatically provide unitary patent protection, cutting costs for EU firms and helping to boost their competitiveness.
 
The EU patent would provide protection in the 25 EU Member States involved in the scheme, and would be made available in French, English and German (although applications can be made in any EU language). The EC estimates that currently an EU patent may cost around €680, nearly a third of the cost of an average US patent. One of the EU patent’s two key aims is to reduce current patenting costs by up to 80 per cent and the second is to help avoid legal confusion created when dealing with differing national patent laws. 

Further information

The European Parliament press release is available at: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=IM-PRESS&reference=20111201IPR33061&language=EN 

JRC publishes two new energy policy documents
Two documents relating to energy policy have been published by the EC’s JRC. They both contribute to the SET-Plan Information System (SETIS) which supports the implementation of the European Strategic Energy Technology Plan (SET-Plan). The SET-Plan, launched in November 2007, is an EC policy paper which aims to accelerate the development and deployment of cost-effective low carbon technologies. The 2011 update of the Technology Map, one of the key deliverable of SETIS, covers 20 different energy technologies across the whole spectrum of the energy system. It provides an up-to-date overview of a wide portfolio of low-carbon energy technologies and includes analysis of any barriers to large-scale deployment across global markets and the R&D currently underway to overcome these barriers.


A new Materials Roadmap, entitled ‘Scientific Assessment in support of the Materials Roadmap enabling Low Carbon Energy Technologies: Fossil Fuel Energies Sector, including Carbon Capture and Storage’, has also been published. By providing an in-depth analysis of the state-of-the-art and future challenges for energy technology-related materials, it aims to contribute to strategic decisions on materials research funding at European and Member State levels and to guide the development of specific R&D activities in the field of materials for energy applications over the next ten years.
 
Further information 

The 2011 Technology Map update and the new Materials Roadmap are available to download from the SETIS website at: http://setis.ec.europa.eu/  

Energy Roadmap 2050 sets out vision for decarbonisation of Europe’s energy supply

The Energy Roadmap 2050, which is intended to be the basis for developing a long-term EU framework for energy, has been adopted by the EC. The EU faces a range of challenges posed by its commitment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 80-95 per cent below 1990 levels by 2050 and ensure that Europe’s energy production is virtually carbon free.  The Energy Roadmap 2050 provides an analysis of a number of scenarios, all based on a combination of the four main decarbonisation routes of energy efficiency, renewable, nuclear, and CCS (carbon capture and storage), to describe the consequences of a carbon free energy system and the resulting necessary policy framework. 

The Roadmap identifies several key points and/or actions, which are crucial in order to tackle its decarbonisation targets successfully. With an overarching positive message that decarbonisation of the energy system is technically and economically feasible, the document states that energy efficiency and renewable energy are critical, that early investments cost less and that action should be taken now to restrain the increase of prices. In particular, it notes that economies of scale are necessary at an EU level and will achieve more than a variety of parallel schemes running at a national level, although makes it clear that EU activities will be designed to be complementary to, and not replace, national, regional and local efforts to modernise energy supply.

Further information

The Energy Roadmap 2050 is available at:  http://ec.europa.eu/energy/energy2020/roadmap/doc/com_2011_8852_en.pdf 

Euratom programme extended until end of 2013 

The Euratom framework programme for nuclear research and training activities, which was due to expire at the end of 2011, has been extended for an additional two-year period by the Council of the European Union. The €2.5 billion extension is in order to align the Euratom programme with the financial cycle of FP7, as the Euratom treaty limits the programme to five years. Research activities in fusion energy and nuclear fission, safety and radiation protection will continue to receive funding. A central objective of the fusion energy research will be to fund the EU’s contribution to the construction of ITER (International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor). Funding for the activities of the Joint Research Centre in the field of nuclear waste management, environmental impact, safety and security will also continue.

The extension of the Euratom programme is intended to align with the goals of the Innovation Union strategy through the resulting contribution to its implementation. These contributions will include enhancing competition for scientific excellence and accelerating the deployment of key innovations in the nuclear energy field, notably in fusion and nuclear safety, as well as contributions to tackling energy and climate change challenges.
Further information

EC Press Release PRES/11/508 of 19 December 2011 is available at: http://europa.eu/rapid
Taking stock of the ERA and the environment

The EC has published the results of a study which looks at progress and recommendations for the future of the European Research Area (ERA) in the field of the environment. The study outlines a framework of objectives and indicators to help understand and measure the progress in each of the ERA dimensions in the field of environment, including research programmes, excellent research institutions and world-class research infrastructures. It recommends measures to further promote and develop a Europe-wide open space for environmental knowledge. 
The study has identified some progress towards an ERA in the field of environment but also acknowledges that there are still many legal barriers, for example on cross-border research funding, and a lack of long-term and high-level strategic planning, especially on the national policy level. It concludes that European policies and instruments, such as ERA-NETs, collaborative research projects, the Marie Curie Actions and the European Technology Platforms, have somewhat facilitated the growth of the ERA in the field, but that there is still a lack of an overarching and strategic approach across governance levels. However, the study does identify some potential in the recently introduced Innovation Partnerships.  

Further information

The full study is available at: http://ec.europa.eu/research/environment/pdf/era_for_environment.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
FP7 ERA-NET MANUNET II call for proposals 

The new MANUNET call for proposals for Europe's Manufacturing Industry is now open. The strategic objective of the MANUNET call is to foster the competitiveness of Europe’s Manufacturing Industry by supporting the funding of manufacturing research projects performed by enterprises (preferably SMEs) and their strategic partnerships. The funding objectives of the call are transnational application oriented and high risk R&D projects related to manufacturing. The project proposals must clearly demonstrate: market orientation; the application and practical use of manufacturing technologies; expertise of the project partners in their respective fields of competence; added value through transnational co-operation; and scale of impact and the market positioning of the applicant.
The MANUNET call includes all fields in manufacturing, structured in the following topics: information and communication technologies for manufacturing; environmental and energy technologies; knowledge-based engineering technologies; adaptive manufacturing technologies: processes for removing, joining, adding, forming, consolidating, assembling; and, other technologies/products related to the manufacturing field. The deadline for pre-proposal submission is 14 March 2012 and the deadline for full proposals submission is 11 July 2012.

Further information:

For further information on the call and on national support please see the ERA-NET MANUNET II website at: http://www.manunet.net/
EC public consultations now open for 12 weeks

The EC has decided to open up public consultations for a minimum of 12 weeks, thereby allowing stakeholders more time to respond. Until January 2012, consultations were kept open for eight weeks, so the change will make it easier for citizens, businesses and non-governmental organisations to get involved in EU policy-making at an early stage. In order to make this process easier for respondents, the Commission has introduced an alert service, the ‘Transparency Register’, for upcoming initiatives. This service is supposed to provide stakeholders with roadmaps for new initiatives in their fields of interest about one year before their adoption.
By giving people more time to respond, the Commission hopes to see a greater number and variety of stakeholders participating in public consultations. It especially hopes to receive more responses from groups such as SME federations, who up until now have been under-represented. As a result of extending the time frame, the Commission expects to be able to take all relevant evidence and concerns into account when drafting future legislative proposals.

Further information

EC Press Release IP/12/1 of 3 January 2012 is available at: http://europa.eu/rapid
Consultation on EU state aid rules for research, development and innovation 

The EC is holding a public consultation on the review of EU state aid rules for supporting research, development and innovation (R&D&I) ahead of the expiry of the current R&D&I state aid Framework at the end of 2013. This consultation follows the publication of a mid-term review on the current Framework. The consultation closes on 24 February 2012. Responses will feed in to the European Commission’s first draft of a revised R&D&I state aid Framework, which is then expected to be published in the 2nd half of 2012 for consultation. 

The Commission is particularly interested in: statistical information and qualitative comments on national research, development and innovation policies; and on national state aid support measures for R&D&I. The responses, unless marked confidential, will be published online.

Further information
The consultation website is at:  http://ec.europa.eu/competition/consultations/2012_stateaid_rdi/index_en.html
Research News
ESA’s new satellite service contributes to efficient wine production

The European Space Agency (ESA) has developed a ‘GrapeLook’ satellite service that can help wine farmers decide when and how much to water vineyards. By combining Earth observation data and field measurements, the service is able to carry out moisture readings, which are sent in real time to a processing centre via a satellite link. GrapeLook satellites are able to detect and examine how much water is released from the plants, how much biomass is grown and how efficiently the water is being used overall.  
GrapeLook integrates all this information into maps, which are put online in collaboration with a Google Maps-based website. This system is expected to assist grape growers and water managers in the process of producing wine. A test was carried out with selected grape growers in South Africa. In addition to being able to check the status of their vineyards online, the growers received forecasts on soil moisture and irrigation requirements for their farms. GrapeLook received positive feedback from the growers, who agreed that the service was useful for monitoring water stress, crop growth and identifying irrigation problems. In addition, the efficient system contributed to bringing down labour and other costs. The next step is to strengthen trust and awareness with the user communities, so that GrapeLook may be used on a wider scale in the future.

Further information

Further information on GrapeLook is available at ESA’s website:  http://www.esa.int/esaTE/SEM373BX9WG_index_0.html
Obesity rates studied longitudinally

The DIOGENES ('Diet, obesity and genes') project has published new research on estimating future obesity rates in the journal PLoS ONE. This project funded under the 'Food quality and safety' Thematic area of the EC's Sixth Framework Programme (FP6), was awarded €14 million. It tackles the issue that insufficient longitudinal data is published in literature when compared with results of cross-sectional data. 

The German Institute of Human Nutrition in Potsdam led a group of European researchers already involved in the European Prospective Investigation into Cancer and Nutrition (EPIC) study (Denmark, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom) in this work. This study ran from 1992 to 1998 and recruited more than 146,500 participants. The researchers identified a link between increasing age and a strong rise of obesity in cross-sectional analyses of those aged between 30 and 65 years; but they found that the curves differ between baseline and follow-up, especially for those aged 65 to 75 years old.  The authors felt that overall, the non-linear approach of prediction is outwardly more realistic, 'whereas the linear scenario is more likely to result in an overestimation of future obesity prevalences'. Age-related disease should lead to a leveling of future weight gains and therefore rising obesity trends may slow down.

Further information:

The news release is available on the EC’s website: http://ec.europa.eu/research/infocentre/article_en.cfm?id=/research/headlines/news/article_11_12_16_en.html&item=Infocentre&artid=23415
Ricin toxicity deciphered by innovative technology 
Ricin, one of the deadliest plant-based poisons in the world, only takes a couple of days from entering the bloodstream to kill a human. It has been tested as a chemical warfare agent since the First World War and has recently made headlines due to its association with terrorism. Currently, there is no known antidote to ricin, however scientists from the Institute for Molecular Biotechnology at the Austrian Academy of Sciences in Vienna, and collaborators in Canada, Germany and the United States, have identified a protein within targeted cells that is crucial for the toxicity of the substance. Protein Gpr107 was identified using innovative techniques involving both stem cell biology and modern screening methods, making it possible to develop an antidote to ricin.

The novel technology used in this study has enabled whole mammal genomes to be screened for mutations in a few weeks. This has been made possible by using stable mouse stem cells that have only one set of chromosomes with novel tools to reconstruct millions of gene mutations simultaneously. The toxicity of ricin was tested in thousands of mutations in mouse stem cells. Of the cells that survived, 49 different genetic mutations were found in a single protein - Gpr107 - thus identifying its importance to ricin toxicity.

Further information

Further information on this project can be found at:  http://ec.europa.eu/research/infocentre/article_en.cfm?id=/research/headlines/news/article_11_12_19_en.html&item=Infocentre&artid=23433
Climate change causing rise in species forced to move habitats
An international research project, led by the Scottish Association for Marine Science, suggests that rising global temperatures will affect the habitats of animals and plants, forcing some species to leave their natural surroundings and find new environments. The findings, published in the journal Science, identify marine species as likely to be particularly affected. The results of the study also illustrate the differences in ocean surface temperatures within a very small region, a variation which can also trigger the movement of species away from their natural habitat.
The research team compared changing temperatures on land and at sea in different regions from 1960 up until 2009. The data generated helped the researchers to calculate the speed at which species would be forced to move in order to deal with the changing temperatures. According to one of the researchers, marine species are particularly at risk, as being stuck within a warming environment ‘can cause reductions in the growth, reproduction and survival of ecologically and economically important ocean life such as fish, corals and sea birds’. 

Further information

An article on the project findings can be seen at: http://ec.europa.eu/research/infocentre/article_en.cfm?id=/research/headlines/news/article_11_12_13_en.html&item=Infocentre&artid=23394
Education, Training and Culture
Knowledge Alliances pilot projects launched by EC
Three pilot projects covering manufacturing, cinema and entrepreneurial education have been announced as part of the EC’s Knowledge Alliances scheme. Part of the EC’s University–Business Co-operation initiative, it aims to bridge the gap between higher education and business. The Knowledge Alliances scheme will be part of ‘Erasmus for All’ under ‘Key Action 2 – Co-operation’. Designed to encourage structured, result-driven co-operation ventures between universities and companies, the Knowledge Alliances aim to bridge the gap between the two sectors and create innovative, sustainable ways of increasing human capital. Key outputs will include the development of the transferable skills necessary for work with industry, such as real-time problem solving and creative thinking, as well as the creation of new multidisciplinary curricula to promote entrepreneurship in the education sector.

The funding for each of these projects varies from €320,000 to €360,000. The three projects are: CIAKL – Cinema and Industry Alliance for Knowledge and Learning; EUEN – European University Enterprise Network; and KNOWFACT – A Knowledge Partnership for the definition and launch of the European Teaching Factory Paradigm in manufacturing education.

Further information

The Knowledge Alliances webpage is available at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/education/higher-education/doc3112_en.htm 
Erasmus Mundus 2009-2013 call for proposals 

The EC has launched a call for proposals for the implementation in 2012 of the Erasmus Mundus 2009-2013 Action Programme. The call covers the following actions: Action 1 - Joint Programmes including scholarships; Action 2 - Partnerships with Third Country higher education institutions (including scholarships); and Action 3 - Promotion of European higher education.

Action 1 aims at fostering co-operation between higher education institutions and academic staff in Europe and third countries with a view to creating poles of excellence and providing highly trained human resources. Action 2 aims at fostering structured co-operation between European and third-country higher education institutions through the promotion of mobility at all levels of studies for students, doctoral candidates, researchers, academic and administrative staff. Action 3 aims at promoting European higher education through measures enhancing its attractiveness, profile, image, visibility and accessibility. Action 3 provides support to transnational initiatives, studies, projects, events and other activities related to the international dimension of all aspects of higher education. The deadline for submitting proposals is 30 April 2012.

Further information:

Further information about the call is available from the Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency website at:  http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/funding/higher_education_institutions_en.php  

International Co-operation 

International co-operation in Horizon 2020 

In the context of the Horizon 2020 proposal, which was published on 30 November 2011, the EC has published a factsheet on international co-operation in Horizon 2020. In its proposal for Horizon 2020, the Commission has introduced a more differentiated geographic approach, which would exclude certain third countries, currently eligible for funding as International Co-operation Partner Country (ICPC) partners, from receiving EC funding under Horizon 2020. The Commission is looking into the possibility of distinguishing between three groups of partner countries. 

Co-operation with ‘industrialised and emerging economies’ will aim at enhancing EU scientific, technological and innovative (STI) performance and industrial competitiveness through co-operation focusing on key enabling technologies and global societal challenges. Organisations from countries in this group would not normally receive funding. Co-operation with ‘enlargement and neighbourhood countries’ will focus on addressing regional societal and economic challenges, with Association Agreements negotiated on a case by case basis. Organisations from countries in this group will automatically be eligible for funding. Finally, European consortia will be encouraged to co-operate with ‘developing countries’ where there are specific benefits and added value in order to address specific societal challenges (e.g. poverty-related diseases, energy and food security, or biodiversity). In addition, co-operation with these countries should be based on responding to their specific economic and societal needs. 

Further Information

The EC factsheet on International participation in Horizon 2020 is available from: http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/fact_sheet_on_international_participation_in_horizon_2020.pdf
EC reviews international S&T co-operation and strengthens relationships

The EC has recently been building up its relations with countries in Latin America and Africa, in the hope of enhancing S&T co-operation between the EU and these third countries. During November and December 2011, EC officials met with several science and technology (S&T) representatives from Mexico, Brazil, Chile, South Africa and Tunisia to discuss the future direction of international co-operation in research and innovation. 

Meetings with Mexico, Brazil and Chile focused on strengthening the existing bi-regional approach to S&T co-operation in the context of the EU-LAC (European Union, Latin America, and Caribbean) Joint Initiative for Research and Innovation. Adopted in May 2010, this initiative is intended to help drive forward progress on the EU-LAC Knowledge Area. It outlines priorities for boosting bi-regional science and technology co-operation, both in and outside the Framework Programme, and making high-level dialogue a permanent feature of the relationship. A number of topics were discussed at the EU-South Africa meeting, including strengthening the EU-Africa Partnership on Science, Information Society and Space and the implementation of measures to alleviate poverty. Tunisia meanwhile shared information on their National Innovation Strategy, which is currently under development, and expressed its interest in association to the Framework Programme.

Further information

Further information about the EU’s international co-operation activities, including notes of the meetings referred to above, is available at: http://ec.europa.eu/research/iscp/index.cfm 
Erasmus Mundus gains extra funds for Arab Spring countries 

The Commission has announced it will give almost €30 million to support students and staff from Arab Spring countries through the Erasmus Mundus scheme, adding an extra 559 scholarships to the 525 already planned.  This is part of a larger package of funds to support Arab Spring countries. The European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth, Androulla Vassililou, welcomed the move, stating: “I am very pleased that the Commission is increasing funding for young people and teachers who have been at the forefront of the democratisation process in the Southern Mediterranean. This sends a clear signal of our commitment to the cause.”  
These funds are being made available for the 2011-2012 academic year and will provide support in particular for Southern Neighbourhood countries. In effect these funds will double the number of student and teaching grants available and mean that participants will be able to spend part of their grant time within the European Community, providing learning and training opportunities for the kind of individuals viewed as important in strengthening democracy in the region. 

Further Information

EU Press release IP/11/1558 of 16/12/2011 is available at: http://europa.eu/rapid/
Events 
The 18th Group Exhibit Hydrogen + Fuel Cells Fair

The 18th Group Exhibit Hydrogen + Fuel Cells (H2+FC) fair is being held at Hannover Messe Exhibition Grounds, in Hannover, Germany between 23 and 27 April 2012. The event is Europe’s largest and most important H2+FC exhibition and will bring together around 150 companies and institutions from across the world to present their latest products and innovations, many of which are participating in FP6 and FP7 research projects. The cutting edge technology that will be demonstrated at the H2+FC event include: stationary, mobile and portable/micro fuel cell systems; hydrogen production; transport, storage and infrastructure; catalysts; test systems; and components.

The H2+FC fair will also provide participants with the opportunity to network with key decision makers, leading researchers and potential partners. The Fuel Cells and Hydrogen Joint Undertaking PPP will also be present. The Group Exhibit H2+FC fairs have been held annually since 1995 and last year 125 exhibitors from 21 countries attended the event.

Further information

For further information or to register please go to the 18th Group Exhibit Hydrogen + Fuel Cells event website at: http://www.h2fc-fair.com/
Fuel Cells and Hydrogen JTI 2012 call: European information and brokerage event
The Fuel Cells and Hydrogen (FCH) Joint Undertaking, which runs the calls for the Fuel Cells and Hydrogen Joint Technology Initiative (FCH JTI), will be holding an information session and brokerage event on the 2012 Call. The event will take place in Brussels on 9 February 2012. The session will cover the call topics, application processes, rules for submission of proposals as well as other useful information for participants.


The day will then continue with a brokerage event co-organised by the Industry Grouping (NEW-IG) and the Research Grouping (N.ERGHY) of the JTI. Sessions will be organised by application areas and topics in order to facilitate concrete discussions and targeted networking. Event participants will be able to: discuss projects ideas; find potential project partners; develop proposals; and build or join a consortium.  Registration is open now and closes on 3 February. Participation at the event is free of charge. 

Further information:

Further details are available on the Fuel Cells and Hydrogen Joint Undertaking website at: http://www.fch-ju.eu/event/fch-public-information-session-and-brokerage-event   
2012 EFC research forum stakeholders' conference: ‘Research and Social Innovation’
The European Foundation Centre (EFC)'s Research Forum will hold its next Stakeholders’ Conference in Barcelona on 9-10 February 2012. The theme for the conference will be 'Research and social innovation: the potential for European foundations to pave the way'.

The conference will include sessions on: the potential for foundations to spearhead socially innovative research; the impact of social media and networks on research and social innovation; open access and the challenge of quality assurance; and public participation in science: new modes of interaction. 

Further information:

Further details of the event and of how to register are available from the European Foundation Centre's website: http://www.efc.be/NETWORKING/INTERESTGROUPSANDFORA/RESEARCH%20FORUM/Pages/researchforumconference2012.aspx
'VIGOR++' workshop on ‘New diagnostic tools for bowel diseases’ 
The 'VIGOR++' (Virtual Gastrointestinal Tract) workshop on new diagnostic tools for bowel diseases will be held in London on 7 February 2012 as part of the Virtual Physiological Human (VPH) project. VPH research, which is part of ICT Challenge 5 on ‘ICT for Health, Ageing Well, Inclusion and Governance’ within FP7’s ICT programme, focuses on elaborate and reusable multi-scale models and information infrastructure of larger repositories. The integration of patient-specific models for better prediction and treatment of diseases is a key part of this challenge

The workshop intends to explore advances in the integration of clinical data and MRI image analysis, classification and visualisation, enabling the development of a multi-scale, personalised GI tract model-based diagnostic tool deployable on a cloud computing platform. A variety of speakers will cover topics including: the latest screening protocols; the newest algorithms for accurately and efficiently processing multi-scale data; GI modelling in the context of VPH; innovative ICT systems handling medical data in real-time; and empowering patients towards self-care. Attendance from a wide range of sectors is expected, including academia, industry, public health authorities and patient groups. This free workshop is invitation only, but invitations can be applied for via the website.

Further information:
To apply for an invitation and view the full agenda, please visit the workshop’s website at: http://www.vigorpp.eu/events.php?NID=50 

EC conference on European identities 

The EC is holding a conference on 'The Development of European Identities: Policy and Research Issues' on 9 February 2012 in Brussels. The conference falls under the auspices of the FP7 Socio-economic Sciences and Humanities (SSH) theme. It will focus on two main issues: the question of whether there is a common European identity or several diverging European identities emerging, and what shape(s) it/they might take; and the question of what (policy and research) implications the development of a European identity/European identities have for the European Union.
Registration is open, but due to the limited capacity of the venue, will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. The deadline from registering is 6 February 2012.

Further information:

Further details on the conference and how to register are available on the European Commission's SSH website at: http://ec.europa.eu/research/social-sciences/events-194_en.html 

New Publications and Online Resources

Horizon 2020: new factsheets now available 

The EC has recently updated its website with six new factsheets on different issues within Horizon 2020. The short factsheets cover a number of important horizontal issues including: Industrial participation in Horizon 2020; SMEs in Horizon 2020; Rules - especially simplification - under Horizon 2020; Widening participation in Horizon 2020; and International participation in Horizon 2020. 
Two other factsheets cover how ICT will be funded under the programme, and how the current FP7 Co-operation themes will fit into the Horizon 2020 programme structure. A breakdown of the budget, as proposed in the 30 November 2011 Commission proposal, is also provided. 

Further information:

The factsheets are available from the EC website at:  http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm?pg=press#other 

New guidance on IPR for SMEs 

The European Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Helpdesk has published new guidance intended to give SMEs an overview of how IP should be managed within FP7. The guide addresses issues faced by participants at the proposal stage, during negotiation and implementation, and upon completion of the project. It also contains a glossary and a list of links to useful resources. It includes a checklist of issues to consider at proposal stage, including protection of foreground, organisation and management of background and foreground, joint ownership, dissemination of foreground and confidentiality measures. Key issues identified at the implementation stage are the dissemination of results, monitoring of the IP landscape, dealing with access rights and joint ownership, and protection of results. 
The guide can be used in conjunction with the three more detailed guides addressing IP issues which were published at the end of 2011. These covered the three different stages of project management, proposal preparation, negotiation and implementation, in more detail. 

Further information

The ‘European IPR Helpdesk Guide for SMEs: Managing Intellectual Property in FP7’ is available at: http://www.iprhelpdesk.eu/sites/default/files/newsdocuments/SMEs%20Guide.pdf
European Expert Network on Culture launches new specialist website
The European Expert Network on Culture (EENC) has launched a specialist website to provide information for all those interested and working in the cultural sector, such as cultural professionals, academics and students. It will contain links to a variety of resources: funded projects, journals, conferences and documentation centres, and provide a database of experts and organisations active in the fields of cultural policy and cultural co-operation.

EENC is a group of experts providing advice to the EC Directorate-General for Education and Culture (DG EAC) in the field of cultural policies and co-operation, and is co-ordinated by the Interarts Foundation and Culture Action Europe. The Institute for International Relations has also been involved in the development of this website. The website will continue to be enlarged in the coming months and will be regularly updated thereafter.

Further information:
More details are available from the EENC website at: http://www.eenc.info/ 

ELOs and Sponsors 



Sponsors 

Danish EU Presidency programme and website now available
From January until June 2012, Denmark holds the EU Presidency. The Danish Presidency officially presented its programme on 6 January 2012 at a press conference in Copenhagen and the four fundamental priorities of the Danish Presidency will be: a responsible Europe; a dynamic Europe; a green Europe; and a safe Europe.
One area of focus of the Presidency will be the development of the future Framework Programme for Research and Innovation, Horizon 2020, with the aim to strengthen European research and innovation. Details on the Programme are available on the Presidency website.

Further information:

More details are available from the Danish Presidency website at: http://eu2012.dk/en 
CORDIS

CORDIS is the official Community Research and Development Information Service for science, research and innovation provided by the Office for Official Publications of the European Communities. The interactive website offers daily news and detailed information on the EU’s research programmes.

URL: http://cordis.europa.eu
IGLO Project Search

The IGLO Project Service offers a forum for publishing and disseminating details of proposed FP7 projects and/or research skills offered. The service enables researchers to find contacts and partners within the international research community as well as contributing to the mobilisation of a critical mass of researchers in a specific research area.

URL: http://www.iglortd.org
EUR-LEX (Official Journal C and L)

This website provides information on EU Law. It includes electronic copies of EU treaties and recent copies of the Official Journal of the European Communities (OJ). The OJ, published daily in 23 languages, consists of two related series: the L series (Legislation) and the C series (Information, notices and preparatory EU legislation), a supplement and an annex. EUR-LEX provides free access to the C and L series of the Official Journal for a period of 45 days following publication. (The OJ issue with the Euro exchange rates (L 359, 31/12/1998) is permanently available in PDF format on EUR-LEX).  

URL: EUR-LEX http://www.europa.eu/eur-lex
Official Journals C and L http://www.europa.eu/eur-lex/en/oj
Treaty of Amsterdam http://www.europa.eu/eur-lex/en/treaties
EUROPA

EUROPA is the official EU server. It contains links to the EP, the European Council, the EC and other EU institutions and contains information on EU policies listed by subject area. 

URL: http://www.europa.eu
RAPID

RAPID is a database giving a daily view of the activities of the EU as presented by the institutions in their press releases. 

EC Press Releases are available at: http://europa.eu/rapid
EURAXESS 

The EURAXESS-UK website provides information and advice for international researchers wishing to come to the UK, or for those looking for research jobs in Europe. It has sections on the UK research landscape, funding and jobs, as well as information on practical issues, like accommodation, tax and childcare. 

Visit  www.euraxess.org.uk 

cubed… from the British Council

cubed, the monthly webzine from the British Council discusses the science that’s shaping our society and bringing a new dimension to everyday life. It brings the latest innovations in fashion and music, design and digital, film and life, and the products and ideas that will change our world. Visit: http://www.britishcouncil.org/science-cubed.htm
Talking Science

Created by the British Council, the Talking Science website provides up-to-date information and links to the latest ideas in science communication in the UK: www.britishcouncil.org/talkingscience
GLOSSARY

Capacities

Capacities is the fourth Specific Programme of FP7 and is worth over €4 billion from 2007 to 2013. It aims to enhance research capacities throughout Europe and ensure their optimal use. It is made up of the following broad areas: Research Infrastructures; Research for the Benefit of SMEs; Regions of Knowledge; Research Potential for the Benefit of Convergence Regions; Science in Society; Support to Coherent Development of Research Policies; and International Co-operation.
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/capacities
CIP

The Competitiveness and Innovation Programme will run from 2007 to 2013. With a budget of €3.6 billion, it is made up of three Specific Programmes: the Entrepreneurship and Innovation Programme; the ICT Policy Support Programme; and the Intelligent Energy-Europe Programme

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/cip 

Co-operation

Co-operation is the first Specific Programme of FP7. Worth over €30 billion between 2007 and 2013, it is made up of ten thematic areas: Health; Food, Agriculture, Fisheries and Biotechnology; Information Communications Technology (ICT); Nanosciences, Nanomaterials, Materials and New Production Technologies; Energy; Environment; Transport; Socio-economic Sciences and the Humanities; Space; and Security.  

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/co-operation 

COST

European Co-operation in the field of Scientific and Technical Research is a framework for scientific and technical co-operation, allowing the co-ordination of national research on a European level. 

http://www.cost.esf.org
'Council'

'Council' refers to the 'Council of Ministers', the principal decision-making body within the European Union. It has both executive and legislative powers, the latter in some cases exercised jointly with the EP (co-decision procedure). The Council is composed of one representative at ministerial level from each member state. Which ministers attend each Council meeting varies according to the subject discussed, e.g. the Minister of Science in the UK attends the Research Council.

http://consilium.europa.eu/cms3_fo/showPage.ASP?lang=en
EC

The EC stands for European Commission. It is the ‘civil service of the EU’ and is made up of 27 departments, known as Directorates General, which are each headed by Commissioners nominated by the Member States. The EC both initiates proposals for EU legislation and executes EU policies and actions.

http://ec.europa.eu
EP

The European Parliament is made up of elected representatives (MEPs) from all the member states. It shares decision-making power with the European Council in a number of areas, including research and education.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/default_en.htm
ERA

European Research Area. On 18 January 2000 the EC issued a communication entitled ’Towards a European Research Area’ that proposed ways in which research in Europe could be more effectively organised and co-ordinated.

http://ec.europa.eu/research/era
ERC 

The European Research Council, which is the Ideas Specific Programme of FP7, is worth over €7 billion from 2007 to 2013. The ERC funds investigator-led, frontier research. It consists of four grant schemes: Starting Independent Researcher Grants; Advanced Investigator Grants; Proof of Concept Funding; and Synergy Grants.

http://erc.europa.eu
ESA

The European Space Agency is responsible for designing and developing the European space programme. The Agency’s projects are designed to find out more about the Earth, its immediate space environment, the solar system and the universe, as well as to develop satellite-based technologies and services, and to promote European industries. 

http://www.esa.int
ESC

The European Economic and Social Committee is a consultative body made up of representatives of Europe's employers' organisations, trade unions, farmers, consumer groups and professional associations.

http://eesc.europa.eu
ESF

European Science Foundation

http://www.esf.org
ESF

The European Social Fund, part of the EU’s Structural Funds

http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/esf2000/index_en.html
ETP

European Technology Platforms are stakeholder groupings, led by industry, that help to define research and development priorities, timeframes and action plans on a number of strategically important issues. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/energy/nn/nn_rt/nn_rt_hlg/article_1262_en.htm
Euratom

The European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom) was set up in 1957 and is legally separate from the European Community. Euratom will have €2.7 billion from FP7 to fund nuclear research and training activities between 2007 and 2011. 

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/euratom
Eureka

Eureka is a Europe-wide network for industrial research and development.

http://www.eureka.be
FP (FP5, FP6, FP7)

The EU’s Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development. The Fifth Framework Programme (FP5) was adopted in 1998 and ran until 2002, with FP6 then running from 2002 to 2006, and FP7 running from 2007 to 2013. The budget for FP7 is over €50 billion.

Further information on the thematic and horizontal programme composition of FP6 is available at:
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp6
Further information on FP7 can be found at: http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7
Green Paper

Green Papers are communications published by the EC on a specific policy area. Primarily, they are documents addressed to interested parties who are invited to participate in a process of consultation and debate. In some cases they provide an impetus for subsequent legislation.

ICPC

An International Co-operation Partner Country is an economically less developed country, which is not an EU member state or associated state. ICPC partners can participate in FP7 projects and receive funding. 

Ideas

The Ideas Specific Programme within FP7 is worth over €7 billion from 2007 to 2013. New to Framework Programme Seven,  the Ideas Programme funds investigator-led, frontier research. It is implemented through the European Research Council and consists of four grant schemes: Starting Independent Researcher Grants; Advanced Investigator Grants; Proof of Concept Funding; and Synergy Grants.

http://erc.europa.eu
ITRE

The European Parliament Committee on Industry, External Trade, Research and Energy (FP7)

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/itre_home_en.htm
JRC
The EC’s Joint Research Centre acts as a scientific and technological laboratory in support of EU policies, with a range of institutes and research activities.

http://www.jrc.ec.europa.eu
LLP

The Lifelong Learning Programme is made up of four pillars: the Comenius programme for pupils, teachers and schools; the Erasmus programme for students, scholars, professors and universities; the Leonardo da Vinci programme for apprentices, workers and employees; and the Grundtvig programme for adults and teachers and related organisations. There is also a transversal programme (for policy development, languages, information and communication technology) and the Jean Monet programme (dealing with issues relating to European integration, European institutions and associations in the fields of education and training).
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/static/en/llp/index_en.htm
MEDIA

The MEDIA Programme aims to strengthen the competitiveness of the European audiovisual industry. 

http://ec.europa.eu/comm/avpolicy/media/index_en.html
NATO

North Atlantic Treaty Organisation

http://www.nato.int
People

The third Specific Programme of FP7 is worth over €4 billion during the period from 2007 to 2013. Made up of the Marie Curie Actions, it aims to improve the quality of human resources in European research through training and trans-national mobility of researchers. 

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/people/home_en.html
RTD

Research and Technological Development

SICA

Specific International Co-operation Actions are FP7 call topics where a partner from an ICPC country has to be involved.  

SME

Small and medium sized enterprises

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/enterprise_policy/sme_definition/index_en.htm
Specific Programme

FP7 is made up of seven Specific Programmes: Co-operation; Ideas (implemented through the European Research Council); People (the Marie Curie Actions); Capacities; the Joint Research Centre (JRC); Euratom and the JRC implementing Euratom. 

SSH

Socio-economic Sciences and the Humanities is the eighth theme of the FP7 Co-operation Specific Programme.

Treaty of Amsterdam

The Treaty of Amsterdam was signed in October 1997 and entered into force on 1 May 1999.

http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/lex/en/treaties/index.htm
UUK

Universities UK (formerly the Committee of Vice Chancellors and Principals)

http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk
White Paper

White Papers are documents containing proposals for Community action in a specific area. They often follow a Green Paper. 
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